


This near miss event highlights some important takeaways:

1. When reviewing prior radiation plans, it is important to try to obtain a treatment summary, and to
make sure the plan in the treatment planning system matches the prior radiation dose. This is especially
important if there were multiple targets being treated, or multiple boosts during treatment.

2. When reviewing prior radiation plans, it is important to make sure the prior plan seemed appropriate
for the clinical indication. If there is a discrepancy, a staff member should reach out to see if there was a
reason for the discrepancy and confirm the records are correct.

3. 'This is an example of great quality peer review, where the reviewing physician looked at the prior plan in
detail and asked questions when the prior plan did not look appropriate.

SAFETY CHECK

Is prior radiation information discussed during practice’s peer review? If so, how and to
what extent (e.g., is there a review of visual volumetric data to consider overlap?)?

Radiation oncologists lead the clinical team to deliver safe, high quality radiation treatment. They are extremely
important in establishing and maintaining the safety culture within the practice and championing resources,
training opportunities, and process changes needed to uphold patient safety. Only about 5% of safety events
reported to RO-ILS were identified by a physician. However, based on an analysis of dosimetrically impactful
events for a 2024 Themed Report, this percentage increased to almost 20% for the most critical events that
impacted a patient’s care. Given the wide reach, radiation oncologists are encouraged to actively participate and
support all error discovery, learning and prevention. National Doctor’s Day is one day in the year to celebrate
physician contributions to incident learning, and RO-ILS thanks all radiation oncologists for their impact on
patient safety.

At the national level, the American Society for Radiation Oncology (ASTRO) oversees the RO-ILS program and
is a proud sponsor. Together, the sponsors and supporters enable U.S.-based practices to participate in the RO-
ILS program for free, allowing shared learning and quality improvement.



