
 

 
 
 
 
 
June 22, 2017 
 
 
The Honorable Mitch McConnell 
Senate Majority Leader 
S230, United States Capitol 
Washington, DC  20510 
 
 
Dear Leader McConnell, 
 
On behalf of the American Society for Radiation Oncology’s (ASTRO) more than 10,000 members that 
treat more than one million cancer patients each year with life-saving radiation oncology care, we are 
writing to share our views of the Senate’s “Better Care Reconciliation Act of 2017” discussion draft 
released earlier today. ASTRO opposes the bill as drafted, which we believe could lead to many of 
America’s 15 million cancer patients losing their health insurance coverage, disrupting essential cancer 
care services and creating undue financial burdens on those facing the fight of their lives.   
 
While we appreciate the efforts of Republicans in the Senate to provide Americans with access to 
affordable coverage and we recognize that the Affordable Care Act (ACA) has shortcomings, ASTRO is 
concerned that the legislation as drafted puts too many cancer patients at too great a risk.  Radiation 
oncologists nationwide report that the ACA’s coverage expansions—both in the commercial insurance 
market and under Medicaid—undoubtedly have allowed for earlier cancer diagnosis and more effective 
treatment of many more Americans.   
 
In February, ASTRO shared with Congress principles in health care reform built on the knowledge that 

the lack of adequate health insurance leads to worse outcomes for cancer patients.  These principles 

recommended, among other things, that any effort to repeal or modify the ACA maintain a prohibition 

on pre-existing condition insurance coverage exclusions and annual and lifetime limit caps, preserve 

guaranteed issue and guaranteed renewability, and prohibit cost-shifting to cancer patients and 

providers.  

While the Senate legislation includes stronger protections than the House-passed American Health Care 

Act (AHCA), we still believe the Senate legislation falls short of ASTRO’s principles, primarily due to 

extensive Medicaid cuts, lack of protections against annual and lifetime costs, and failure to ensure 

coverage of essential health benefits, including radiation therapy.  These changes could limit coverage 

for millions, make it more difficult to afford coverage and shift financial burdens disproportionately to 

cancer patients and their providers.  

For many cancer patients, coverage can be the difference between a cure and dying from cancer.  We 

have made progress in ensuring that more patients are covered, and therefore can receive the radiation 

therapy and other cancer services that lead to better outcomes.  ASTRO believes we should accelerate 

https://www.astro.org/uploadedFiles/_MAIN_SITE/Advocacy/content_pieces/HealthReformPolicies.pdf
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these lifesaving advances, not step back.  Unfortunately, we believe the discussion draft takes us in the 

wrong direction and does not meet the needs of cancer patients.  Instead, we encourage Congress to 

address the serious issues facing cancer patients and to ensure all Americans have high quality coverage.    

 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Laura Thevenot 
Chief Executive Officer 
 
 
Cc:  Charles E. Schumer, Senate Minority Leader 


