
Latin American 
Refresher Course Draws 
Great Interest  
By Beatriz E. Amendola, MD, FASTRO

C ancer represents a 
fast-growing challenge to 
health systems worldwide, 

now also being recognized as an 
emerging and critical issue for low- 
and middle-income countries in 
Latin America.  The cancer epidemic 
will lead to a substantial increase in 
radiotherapy indications from seven to 
12 million by the year 2035. Radiotherapy is an effective 
treatment modality providing 2.5 million local controls 
and saving one million lives.  Investing in training and 
education as well as human resources is needed. During 
yesterday’s 4th ASTRO Latin-American Refresher Course 
many Latin American physicians turned out to hear 
the latest hot topics in cancer. A panel of international 
experts reviewed topics such as the role of genetic mark-
ers, management of oligometastases, molecular imaging, 
hypofractionation in prostatic cancer and new guidelines 

for treatment of brain metastases. The refresher course 
also covered what is new in breast cancer, gynecological 
and advanced head and neck cancers and included an 
update on brachytherapy.

From a practical point of view and with special 
interest for the Latin American audience, the transition 
from 2-D to VMAT and SBRT and beyond, as well as an 
introduction to the selection of new equipment from the 
physicist point of view were also covered.

Representing the Association of Residents in Radi-
ation Oncology (ARRO), Raymond Mailhot Vega, MD, 
MPH, informed our Latin American colleagues about 
several initiatives that will facilitate interaction with 
young oncologists to network with ASTRO members.  

For the first time, this Symposium was present-
ed in both Spanish and Portuguese. As a result of 
this course, I believe we have made great strides in 
establishing a strong relationship with professionals in 
Latin America. ●

ASTRO Annual Meeting 
Kicks Off Today
by ASTRO President David C. Beyer, MD, FASTRO

A fter more than a year of preparation, conference 
calls, site visits and decisions, the 58th ASTRO 
Annual Meeting is a reality. I arrived in Boston 

on Thursday and came directly to the convention center 
to see how things were shaping up. My first reaction was 
wow, are we going to be ready by Sunday morning? There 
were forklifts, crates and workers all over the exhibit floor. 
The registration counters were set up, but the hall was 
eerily empty. What if nobody shows up? 

It’s now Saturday 
afternoon and the Boston 
Convention and Exhibition 
Center is coming alive. 
Registration is filled with 
lines of people getting 
their badges. There is a 
frenzy of excitement in 
the air. And friends and 
colleagues are meeting up. 
I breathe a sigh of relief.

Selecting the theme 
of the meeting, Enhanc-
ing Value, Improving 
Outcomes, came easily to 
me. Most of my volun-
teer time with ASTRO 
has been in the health 
policy arena. And during 
that time there have 
been many changes, all 

attempting to build a better health care system. The cost 
of health care is enormous, and it is up to the purchaser 
of that health care, whether it is government, insurance 
or patients, to determine whether they are receiving 
good value in that transaction. We’ve all been taught 
that value equals outcome divided by cost; and we 
can influence both the cost and outcome. That means 
providing the right care to the right patient at the right 
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“Investing in training 
and education as well as 
human resources is needed.
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BOSTON
Welcome to Boston

Welcome to the ASTRO 2016 An-nual Meeting in historic Boston! The ASTRO annual meeting features a program that examines 
the latest advances in radiation oncology technology, quality and 

safety measures in the delivery of radiation therapy, and demon-strates the value of radiation oncology to patients, referring physicians, and the public. The meeting takes place at the 
Boston Convention and Exhibition 
Center – located in the Seaport District, near many restaurants, hotels, shops, and historic sites. And speaking of history, just 

walking around the city, you’ll notice evidence of Boston’s history 
everywhere. Boston was founded 
in 1630 and is one of the oldest cities in the United States, having 

played a key role in the American 
Revolution. There are so many iconic sites to explore and infor-mative tours that take you through 

the history of this great city. In the pages ahead, we pro-vide you with some dining andentertainment options for yourdowntime outside of the meeting.
There’s so much to see and do inthis exciting city, you’ll want toput on your walking shoes andexplore. We hope you enjoy yourtime in Boston, and no matter what

you choose to do, it’s sure to be a“wicked” good time.
David C. Beyer, MD, FASTRO,
ASTRO President

Historic Landmarks of One of 
America’s Oldest CitiesT he city of Boston has played an important role in the history of the Unit-

ed States, as it’s considered the 
birthplace of the American Rev-
olution and sometimes referred 
to as “The Cradle of Liberty.” 
Boston’s history dates back to 
the 1630s when the Puritans 
established a settlement there. 
Boston was named by Massa-
chusetts’ first deputy-governor, 
Thomas Dudley, who dubbed the 
city Boston after his home-town of Boston, Lincolnshire, 

England. Later, the American 
Revolution erupted in Boston, 
as the British retaliated for the 
Boston Tea Party. Revolutionary 
War battles took place in Boston, 
including the Battle of Bunker 
Hill and the Siege of Boston.With such rich history, you’ll 

want to explore the landmarks and historic locales while you’re in town. Boston’s Freedom Trail (thefreedomtrail.org) is a 2.5-mile 
red-lined walking path throughdowntown Boston that passes 16of the city’s historically significant

landmarks. This is a great, compre-
hensive way to take in the city onyour own terms. If you’re lookingfor some à la carte options forunderstanding this New Englandcity’s roots, check out some of the

individual landmarks below.
Faneuil Hall – Serving astoday’s government center andlocated near the waterfront,

Faneuil Hall has been a market-place and meeting hall since 1743. There are shopping, din-ing, and entertainment options 
to explore at Faneuil Hall Square 
(faneuilhallmarketplace.com). 

Boston Common – This central public park in downtown 
Boston is the oldest city park in the United States, dating back to 

1634. It is here that George Wash-
ington, John Adams, and General 
Lafayette came to celebrate the nation’s independence (boston.gov/parks/boston-common). 

Boston Public Gardens – The 
Public Garden is a large park located in the heart of Boston, adjacent to Boston Common (cityofboston.gov/parks/emerald/Public_Garden.asp). 

Paul Revere House – This is 
the colonial home of Paul Revere 
during the time of the Ameri-can Revolution. It is downtown 

Boston’s oldest building (dating 
back to approximately 1680) and is one of the few remaining 

homes from colonial America(paulreverehouse.org). 
USS Constitution – USS Constitution is a wooden-hulled, 

three-masted heavy frigate of the United States Navy, named 
by President George Washington 

after the Constitution. Visit the 
museum to learn more about this 200-year-old ship with interactive galleries and educa-

tional exhibits  (ussconstitutionmuseum.org). 
Boston Harbor – Home to the 
famous Boston Tea Party that set off the American Revolution, 

Boston Harbor is a beautiful wa-
terside national and state park 
with lots to see and do (bostonharborislands.org). 

Bunker Hill Monument – The 
Bunker Hill Monument com-memorates the Battle of Bunker 

Hill, which was among the first major battles during the American Revolutionary War, fought on June 17, 1775. Visit the monument and the Bunker 
Hill Museum to learn more (nps.
gov/bost/learn/historyculture/bhmuseum.htm). 

1

Boston Common

MEETING continues on page 4

ISSUE

No.1SUN & 
MON

1

Technology tools help organize your Annual Meeting schedule

Online Conference Planner 
and Mobile App
Customize your Annual Meeting Experience with the Online 
Conference Planner and ASTROmobile16, the official app for 
the 2016 Annual Meeting. You can:

 ✓ Search sessions by day, track or speaker.

 ✓ Search and view full abstracts.

 ✓ Search exhibitors by name, booth number or product/
service category.

 ✓ Set up your personal Annual Meeting Schedule: “My Schedule.”

 ✓ Take notes on sessions or exhibitors.

 ✓ Access the CE Evaluation tool to complete session evaluations and receive
CE Credits.

Download ASTROmobile for free in the App Store or Google Play Store on 
your IOS or Android device. Other smartphone users can access the mobile- 
friendly site at astro.org/astromobile. Access the Online Conference Planner 
at astro.org/conferenceplanner.

new this year:  You can use your ASTRO username and password to access the  
Online Conference Planner and ASTROmobile16!

Beatriz E. Amendola, 
MD, FASTRO



PERFORMING YOUR SURGERY, 
BEFORE ACTUALLY 
PERFORMING YOUR SURGERY. 
THAT’S THE DIFFERENCE 
BETWEEN PRACTICING 
MEDICINE AND LEADING IT.
Every body is unique, so every surgery should be unique too. That’s 
why Houston Methodist surgeons use leading-edge technology, like 
augmented visual imaging, to create a 3-D map of the patient’s body 
and its vital structures to help them plan in advance. This detailed view 
allows us to remove a tumor without damaging the tissue around it, 
leading to not only a more precise surgery but also a less invasive one. 

Visit houstonmethodist.org/cancer to explore all the ways
we’re leading medicine.
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Monday, September 26, 2016
7:45am – 9:00am  
ASTRO Research Awards Winner 
Breakfast, Room 204 A/B  
Ticketed Event

7:45am – 9:00am  
Oral Scientific Sessions; 1.25 CME 
•	 SS7 - CNS - CNS Tumors and Possibili-

ty for Long Term Survival,  
Room 160 A/B/C 

•	 SS8 - GI - Esophagogastric I,  
Room 205 A/B/C 

•	 SS9 - GU - Prostate Cancer: Hypofrac-
tionation, Room 210 A/B/C 

•	 SS10 - HSR - Health Services Re-
search: Disparities in Radiotherapy 
Delivery in the U.S. and Internationally, 
Room 052 B 

•	 SS11 - Hematologic - Enhancing the 
Radiation Value from Around the 
World: All We Can Do to Deliver Radia-
tion with Low Toxicity,  
Room 157 A/B/C

7:45am – 9:00am  
Education Sessions; 1.25 CME 
•	 EDU 7 - How to Review a Scientific 

Paper for a Journal  
Room 107 A/B/C 

•	 EDU 8 - Live SA-CME - Is There a 
“Best” Way to Manage Respiratory 
Motion?, INTERACTIVE,  
Room 258 A/B/C 

•	 EDU 9 - Interaction of Cytotoxic Che-
motherapy and Radiation: Mechanisms 
and Biomarkers, INTERACTIVE,  
Room 253 A/B/C 

•	 EDU 10 - Neuroblastoma/Wilms and 
Renal Tumor Update,  
Room 104 A/B/C 

•	 EDU 11 - Management of Less Com-
mon Head and Neck Cancers Including 
Sinonasal Cancer, Salivary Gland 
Cancer and Unknown Primary,  
Room 156 A/B/C

7:45am – 9:00am  
International Session 4 – A Call 
to Action in Global Health: Inspiring and 
Empowering Practical Approaches to Im-
proving Safety, Quality and Global Access 
to Radiation Therapy,  
Room 052 A; 1.25 CME

9:00am – 9:15am Break

9:15am – 10:15am  
Keynote Address I – Health Care 
Reform: Moving from Volume to Value, 
Kathleen Sebelius, Introduction by: 
Najeeb Mohideen, MD,  
Grand Ballroom;1 CME

10:00am – 5:00pm Exhibit Hall Open

10:15am – 10:45am Break

10:45am – 12:15pm  
Oral Scientific Sessions; 1.5 CME
•	 SS12 - Biology Special Session: Inno-

vative Biologic Approaches to Improve 
Risk Stratification and Treatment 
Outcomes, Room 254 A/B 

•	 SS13 - Physics - Best of Physics,  
Room 210 A/B/C 

•	 SS14 - GYN - Uterine Cancer/Miscella-
neous, Room 153 A/B/C

10:45am - 12:15pm  
ePoster Sessions; 1.5 CME
•	 eP5 - CNS - Outcomes and Decision-

making in Primary and Secondary Tumors 
Room 052 A 

•	 eP6 - GU - Big Data and Novel Thera-
pies for Prostate and Bladder Cancers, 
Room 052 B

10:45am – 12:15pm  
Panels; 1.5 CME 
•	 Panel 5 - Challenges of the Lymphoma 

Tumor Board: Promoting the Impor-
tance of Better Care Over Outdated 

Scare in Hodgkin’s and Non-Hodgkin’s 
Lymphomas, Room 206 A/B 

•	 Panel 6 - Management of Locally 
Advanced Laryngeal Squamous Cell 
Carcinoma – When and How to Deliver 
Laryngeal Preservation,  
Room 205 A/B/C 

•	 Panel 7 - Case Studies in Payment 
Reform for Specialty Care,  
Room 104 A/B/C

10:45am – 12:15pm  
Education Sessions; 1.5 CME 
•	 EDU 12 - Challenging Cases in the 

Management of Breast Cancer, 
INTERACTIVE, Room 258 A/B/C 

•	 EDU 13 - Cancer of the Colon, Rectum, 
Anus, Room 156 A/B/C 

•	 EDU 14 - Challenging Lung Cancer 
Cases, INTERACTIVE,  
Room 253 A/B/C 

•	 EDU 15 - Contribution of Immunogenic 
Cell Death to the Effect of Radiotherapy, 
Room 160 A/B/C 

•	 EDU 16 - The Central Role of Radiation 
Oncologists in Palliative Radiotherapy 
and Palliative Care, Room 157 A/B/C 

10:45am – 12:15pm  
International Session 5 – Global 
Collaboration in Transitioning from 2-D to 
3-D to IMRT; Adapting Clinical and Safety 
Guidelines for Breast and Cervix,  
Room 107 A/B/C; 1.5 CME

12:15pm – 1:30pm Lunch Break

12:30pm – 1:30pm  
AAWR/ASTRO Luncheon,  
Room 204 A/B, Ticketed Event

12:15pm – 1:30pm  
ARRO Poster Walks (Residents Only)  
Poster Lounge/Hall A, Ticketed Event

1:30pm – 2:15pm  
PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS – On 
Shifting Ground, David C. Beyer, MD, 
FASTRO, Introduction by: Michael L. Stein-
berg, MD, FASTRO  
Grand Ballroom; 0.75 CME

2:15pm - 3:45pm  
Plenary Session, Moderators: Benja-
min Movsas, MD, FASTRO Lisa A. Kachnic, 
MD, FASTRO, Grand Ballroom; 1.50 CME

3:45pm – 4:15pm Break

4:00pm  
Survivors Circle/Passport Prize 
Drawing, ASK ASTRO Booth,  
North Lobby

4:15pm – 5:45pm  
Oral Scientific Sessions; 1.5 CME 
•	 SS15 - Biology - Translational Research 

- Tumor Biology and Biomarkers,  
Room 206 A/B 

•	 SS16 - CNS - Brain Metastasis,  
Room 157 A/B/C 

•	 SS17 - Physics - MR-guided and Motion 
Adaptive Therapy, Room 160 A/B/C

4:15pm – 5:45pm  
ePoster Sessions; 1.5 CME 
•	 eP7 - GI - Large Data Analysis,  

Room 052 A 

•	 eP8 - Physics - Imaging for Response 
Assessment, Room 052 B

4:15pm – 5:45pm  
Panels; 1.5 CME 
•	 Panel 8 - Partial Breast Radiation, 

Hypofractionation or No Radiation for 
Early-stage Breast Cancer: A Review of 
Risk-adaptive Strategies,  
Room 156 A/B/C 

•	 Panel 9 - Tailoring Treatment for 
Oropharynx Cancer: Intensification and 
De-intensification, INTERACTIVE,  
Room 253 A/B/C 

•	 Panel 10 - Live SA-CME - Ethics in 
Radiation Oncology, Room 210 A/B/C

4:15pm – 5:45pm  
Education Sessions; 1.5 CME 
•	 EDU 17 - Live SA-CME - Challenging 

Cases in the Management of Newly 
Diagnosed and Recurrent Prostate 
Cancer, INTERACTIVE,  
Room 258 A/B/C 

•	 EDU 18 - Survivorship: Meet the 
Standards or Build a Program? One 
Institution’s Journey to Meet the Met-
rics and Improve the Lives of Patients, 
Room 254 A/B 

•	 EDU 19 - Advances in Cervical Cancer, 
Room 104 A/B/C 

•	 EDU 20 - Enhancing the Value of 
Proton Therapy: Challenges and Op-
portunities to Improve Cancer Therapy, 
Room 257 A/B

4:15pm - 5:45pm  
International Session 6 – Global 
Collaboration in Transitioning from 2-D to 
3-D to IMRT; Adapting Clinical and Safety 
Guidelines for Head/Neck and Lung, 
Room 107 A/B/C; 1.5 CME

5:30pm – 6:00pm  
ASTRO Board of Directors Meet 
and Greet 
Hall C

5:30pm – 6:45pm  
Poster Viewing Session and 
Reception 
Hall C 

SCHEDULE AT A GLANCE

Sunday, September 25, 2016
6:45am – 8:00am  
International Session 7 – 
International Attendee Welcome Breakfast,  
Room 205 A/B/C; 1.25 CME

7:45am – 8:00am  
Welcome to Boston, Andrea K. Ng, 
MD, MPH, Grand Ballroom

8:00am – 12:15pm  
Presidential Symposium – 
Prostate Cancer: Defining Value and 
Delivering It Opening Remarks, David C. 
Beyer, MD, FASTRO, Grand Ballroom

8:00am – 9:05am  
Presidential Symposium Ses-
sion I – Value in Radiation Oncology, 
Moderator: Louis Potters, MD, FASTRO, 
Grand Ballroom; 1.0 CME

8:00am - 9:30am  
Session 5 – eContouring for Breast 
Cancer II and Lymphoma,  
Room 153 A/B/C; 1.5 CME  
Ticketed Event

9:05am – 10:15am  
Presidential Symposium 
Session II – Comparing Treatment 
Modalities, Moderator: Louis Potters, MD 
FASTRO, Grand Ballroom; 1.0 CME

10:00am – 5:00am Exhibit Hall Open

10:15am – 10:30am Break

10:30am – 12:15pm Presidential 
Symposium Session III – Enhanc-
ing the Value of Radiation Oncology, Mod-

erator: Jeff Michalski, MD, MBA, FASTRO, 
Grand Ballroom; 1.75 CME

10:30am – 12:00pm  

Session 6 – eContouring for Head and 
Neck-Intermediate; 1.5 CME,  
Room 153 A/B/C; Ticketed Event

12:15pm – 1:15pm Lunch Break

12:15pm – 1:15pm  
Nurses Luncheon, Room 204 A/B

12:15pm – 1:15pm  
ARRO Annual Luncheon,  
Room 157 A/B/C; Ticketed Event

1:15pm – 2:45pm   
Scientific Sessions; 1.5 CME
•	 SS1 - Breast-Toxicity/Altered Fraction-

ation, Room 205 A/B/C 

•	 SS2 - Lung - SBRT/Early Stage,  
Room 156 A/B/C 

•	 SS3 - GYN - Cervical Cancer,  
Room 257 A/B 

1:15pm – 2:45pm  
ePoster Sessions; 1.5 CME 
•	 eP1- Hematologic - Fruit for Thought, 

Room 052 A 

•	 eP2 - Physics - Innovative Technologies, 
Room 052 B

1:15pm – 2:45pm  
Panels; 1.5 CME 
•	 Panel 01 - Prostate Hypofractionation: 

Evidence and Economics,  
Room 107 A/B/C 

•	 Panel 02 - The Role of Promoting 
Professionalism as Part of Safety Cul-
ture: Structuring an Effective Program, 
Room 160 A/B/C 

1:15pm – 2:45pm  
Education Sessions; 1.5 CME 
•	 EDU 1 - LIVE SA-CME - Challenging 

Cases to CNS Current Approaches, 
INTERACTIVE, Room 258 A/B/C 

•	 EDU 2 - Challenging Cases in IGRT: 
Are We All Well-aligned?, INTERACTIVE, 
Room 253 A/B/C 

•	 EDU 3 - Biological Aspects of SBRT 
and Hypofractionation: A Review of the 
Evidence and Discussion of the Thera-
peutic Potential, Room 104 A/B/C 

•	 EDU 4 - Live SA-CME - Risk-based 
Assessment of Radiotherapy Process-
es and Standardized Nomenclatures, 
What Clinicians Need To Know,  
Room 210 A/B/C 

1:15pm – 2:45pm  
Session 7 – eContouring for Head and 
Neck - Advanced;  
Room 153 A/B/C; 1.5 CME  
Ticketed Event

1:15pm - 2:45pm  
International Session 2 – Joint 
ASTRO/ESTRO: In-room Adaptive Imaging 
with a Focus on MRI,  
Room 206 A/B; 1.5 CME  

1:15pm – 2:45pm  
Workshop 3 – Young Physicians Work-
shop – Part 1, Room 254 A/B; 1.5 CME

3:15pm – 4:45pm  
Clinical Trials Session, Moderators: 
Benjamin Movsas, MD, FASTRO, Lisa A. 
Kachnic, MD, FASTRO,  
Grand Ballroom; 1.5 CME

4:00pm  
Survivors Circle/Passport Prize 
Drawing 
ASK ASTRO Booth, North Lobby

4:45pm – 6:15pm  
Scientific Sessions; 1.5 CME 
•	 SS4 - Biology - Radiation Sensitizers, 

Room 206 A/B 

•	 SS5 - Hematologic - Improving Out-
comes in Lymphoma: Enhancing Old 
and New Indications,  
Room 205 A/B/C 

•	 SS6 - Sarcoma - Optimizing Radiother-
apy for Sarcoma, Room 257 A/B

4:45pm – 6:15pm  
ePoster Sessions; 1.5 CME 
•	 eP3 - Lung, Room 052 A 

•	 eP4 - CNS “Benign” Lesions Treatment 
Planning, Interpretation and Genomics, 
Room 052 B

4:45pm – 6:15pm  
Panel Sessions; 1.5 CME 
•	 Panel 03 - Advanced Quantitative 

Imaging for the Radiation Oncologist: 
Response Assessment and Targeting 
for Clinical Trials and Practice, A View 
from the NCI’s Quantitative Imaging 
Network, Room 160 A/B/C 

•	 Panel 04 - Developing World FIGO 
Staging with ‘First World’ Image-guid-
ance: Striking the Compromise In the 

Management of Cervical Cancer and 
Other Gynecologic Malignancies,  
Room 107 A/B/C

4:45pm – 6:15pm  
Education Sessions, 1.5 CME 
•	 EDU 5 - Challenging Cases in Head 

and Neck Cancers, INTERACTIVE,  
Room 253 A/B/C 

•	 EDU 6 - Educational Point/Counter 
Point: Proton Will Be the Eventual Fu-
ture Standard for Radiation Treatment, 
INTERACTIVE, Room 258 A/B/C

 4:45pm – 6:15pm  
International Session 3 – Clinical 
Trials in China: 
Opportunities and Challenges,  
Room 104 A/B/C; 1.5 CME

4:45pm – 6:15pm  
Joint Session 1 – Examinations in 
MOC: Why, How and Future Consider-
ations, Room 210 A/B/C; 1.5 CME

4:45pm – 6:15pm  
Workshop 4 – Young Physicians’ 
Workshop - Part II 
Room 254 A/B; 1.5CME

4:45pm – 5:45pm  
ARRO Meet the Professor 
Reception  
Room 157 A/B/C; 0 CME;  
Ticketed Event

4:45pm – 6:15pm  
Session 8 – eContouring for Prostate 
Cancer, Room 153 A/B/C; 1.5 CME 
Ticketed Event

PERFORMING YOUR SURGERY, 
BEFORE ACTUALLY 
PERFORMING YOUR SURGERY. 
THAT’S THE DIFFERENCE 
BETWEEN PRACTICING 
MEDICINE AND LEADING IT.
Every body is unique, so every surgery should be unique too. That’s 
why Houston Methodist surgeons use leading-edge technology, like 
augmented visual imaging, to create a 3-D map of the patient’s body 
and its vital structures to help them plan in advance. This detailed view 
allows us to remove a tumor without damaging the tissue around it, 
leading to not only a more precise surgery but also a less invasive one. 

Visit houstonmethodist.org/cancer to explore all the ways
we’re leading medicine.



Ready, Set, Race for ROI!

A STRO 2016 attendees will 
finally get the chance to 
compete in an official 5K 

Run for the Future to Benefit the 
Radiation Oncology Institute (ROI) 
in Boston. The event has been 
planned annually since 2010 but 
was cancelled in 2012 when Hurri-
cane Sandy hit the Annual Meeting 
host city of Boston. 

Radiation Business Solutions 
(RBS) established the 5K to help 
support the ROI’s research and ed-

ucation programs. Dan Moore, CEO 
of RBS, said, “Over the past six 
years, the race has brought in over 
$200,000 for the ROI. It’s always 
good to give back to our commu-
nity and we’re very appreciative 
of all the vendors, sponsors, and 
runners that make this possible.”

On Monday morning, hundreds 
of runners and walkers will wake 
up extra early for the 5K. All of 
their registration fees and the cor-
porate sponsorships for the run will 

be donated directly to the ROI. “We 
are grateful to RBS for hosting this 
fantastic event,” said ROI president, 
Deborah A. Kuban, MD, FASTRO. 
“The 5K proceeds help ROI to fund 
practical research that will impact 
patient care on a daily basis.”

Many runners look forward to 
the race, including Matt McCurdy, 
MD, PhD, who has run and won 
the 5K every year, even unofficially 
in 2012 as Hurricane Sandy hit 
Boston. “The ROI 5K is a great way 
to start the conference day, great 
for networking, and it’s for a great 
cause, but most of all it is a lot of 
fun,” he said. 

Register for the 5K on Sunday 
from 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. at 
the RBS booth, number 9010, in 
the Exhibit Hall. Buses will depart 
from the Westin Boston Waterfront 
and the Boston Park Plaza at 5:30 
a.m. on Monday to take runners to 
the starting line for a scenic course 
around Pleasure Bay and Castle 
Island in South Boston. ●
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*Mariados N. et al. Int J Radiat Oncol Biol Phys. 2015 Aug 1;92(5):971-7.
See Instructions for Use for a list of warnings, precautions and potential risks.
The Industry-Expert Theater content and views expressed therein are those of the exhibitor and not of ASTRO. 
Industry-Expert Theaters are not accredited for continuing medical education credits.

FACULTY

Michael J. Zelefsky M.D.
Broadening the Applications for 
Rectal SpaceOAR Use in Prostate 
Radiotherapy
Professor of Radiation Oncology
Vice-Chair Department of Radiation Oncology
Chief, Brachytherapy Service
Memorial Sloan-Kettering Cancer Center

Marcio Fagundes, M.D.
250 SpaceOAR Patient Experience: 
Lessons learned in challenging cases 
including large prostates
Medical Director
Provision Center for Proton Therapy

Michael Folkert, M.D., Ph.D.
Opening the therapeutic window 
for SBRT/SABR in prostate cancer
Assistant Professor of Radiation Oncology
UT Southwestern Medical Center

MODERATOR

Brian J. Davis, M.D., Ph.D.

Visit us at Booth #5051

Why tolerate 
rectal toxicity?

Registration on site. Box lunch will be provided. 
For more information contact egardner@augmenix.com
If you take a box lunch, you may be subject to reporting under the Federal 
Sunshine Act (the “Open Payments Program”) or other state laws.

INDUSTRY-EXPERT THEATER
Monday, September 26, 12:30 pm - 1:30 pm  |  Exhibit Hall, Theater 2

 1.3cm Perirectal Space
 3.3% Rectal V70

= 0% Late G2+ Rectal Toxicity*

LEVEL 1 CLINICAL DATA

PEG Hydrogel Spacing for Prostate Radiotherapy
www.spaceoar.com

time. Today’s presidential symposium, my presidential 
address tomorrow and many of the sessions over the 
course of this meeting will focus on how we can deliver 
the best possible value and care to patients.

More than 2,900 abstracts were submitted for this 
meeting and nearly 2,400 were accepted under the 
careful eye of Drs. Ben Movsas and Lisa Kachnic, Chair 
and Vice-chair of the Annual Meeting Scientific Com-
mittee, respectively. Three hundred and seventy-sev-
en will be presented as oral abstracts, 180 as digital 
posters and the remaining as paper posters over the 
next four days. Some of these promise to be practice 
changing.  The exhibit hall offers 112,000 net square 
feet of exhibit space, with 221 companies showcasing 
the latest in radiation oncology technology. 

Our three keynote speakers continue to espouse the 
meeting theme. Kathleen Sebelius, former U.S. Secretary 
of Health and Human Services, will pull from her experi-
ence as governor of Kansas and the lead health care 
official implementing the Affordable Care Act in her 
Monday morning keynote address, “Health Care Reform: 
Moving from Volume to Value.” She will provide an 

overview of our transition in health care reform. Her talk 
will shed insight into how policy makers understand 
the needs of physicians and realize that their concerns 
are legitimate. Secretary Sebelius will also address our 
international constituency by highlighting physician 
efforts to improve the quality of health care globally. 

Tuesday’s keynote speaker, Dr. Thomas J. Lynch 
Jr., Chair and CEO of Massachusetts General Physi-
cian Organization, will discuss the future of person-
alized medicine in relation to how targeted therapies 
help us treat lung cancer. He will discuss the prog-
ress that has been made in sequencing the human 
genome and how this relates to radiation oncology. 
In keeping with the overall theme of the meeting, Dr. 
Lynch will explore how these targeted therapies can 
enhance value. His address is titled, “Targeted Thera-
py – Are We Any Closer to Curing Lung Cancer?”  

Our final keynote speaker, Jason Ragogna, comes 
to us from Delta Airlines, where he is the General 
Manager of SMS and Safety Alliances. We recognized 
that safety and quality are not only important in health 
care, but in other industries as well. The similarities 
between industries are striking and will be highlighted 
in his address titled, “Safety Culture at a Global Air 
Carrier.” Mr. Ragogna plays a key role in identifying 
systemic hazards/risks that affect Delta’s worldwide 
operations, developing mitigation strategies across op-
erational divisions, and ensuring effective implemen-
tation of these strategies. Mr. Ragogna will describe 
the safety culture at Delta and how it directly relates to 
the field of radiation oncology and our current focus on 
safety and quality in an effort to improve patient care.

There’s so much going on over the next few days. If 
you have any questions, be sure to stop by the Ask ASTRO 
booths located in the North, Northwest and Northeast 
Lobbies. I’m excited about the program we have planned 
for you and hope that you will make the most of it. ●

MEETING continued from page 1 NCI-ASTRO Breakfast 
Highlights Improving 
Care of Local Under-
served Populations
By Malika Siker, MD

“A ddressing Cancer Disparities:  How to 
Improve the Care and Treatment of Local 
Underserved Populations in Your Practice 

Through Community-Based Research” is the subject 
of this year’s ASTRO-NCI Diversity Symposium and 
Breakfast.   Improving health care disparities is one of 
the greatest challenges facing the oncology community. 
Community-based research represents an effective way 
to address local inequities.  

Radiation oncologists can make a direct, positive 
and lasting impact on cancer disparities by engag-
ing local communities who may be affected.  Many 
radiation oncologists are interested in engaging local 
communities and implementing programs to improve 
cancer disparities but have never received any training 
or lack expertise in this area.  This session will focus 
on the challenges specific to radiation oncologists in 
conducting community-based research.

Speakers Daniel Petereit, MD and Karen Winkfield, 
MD, PhD, both of whom have successfully improved 
the cancer care of local populations through com-
munity engagement, will describe their experiences. 
Dr. Winkfield will discuss the role of the radiation 
oncologist in community-engaged research and share 
the results of her projects with urban populations.  Dr. 
Petereit will present the rationale, background and 10-
year results of his cancer disparity program involving 
Native American communities.  

At completion of this session, attendees should 
have a better understanding of how to effectively 
conduct community-engaged research aimed at 
reducing cancer disparities.  It is the hope of the 
Committee on Healthcare Inequities, Diversity and 
Inclusion (CHEDI) that this session will continue 
to inspire radiation oncologists to look beyond the 
technology at their fingertips to the communities 
outside the walls of the clinic who may be suffering.  
Our field is very technology, driven, and there is an 
important place for us in the community.  

The breakfast symposium will take place on Tues-
day, September 27 at 7:30 a.m. – 9:00 a.m. in Room 153 
A/B/C in the Boston Convention Center.  This session is 
expected to sell out.  If you are interested in attending 
but there are no advanced tickets available, you can ar-
rive at the start of the session and additional overflow 
tickets will be issued as available. ●

“Improving health care 
disparities is one of the 
greatest challenges facing 
the oncology community. 

“The cost of health care is 
enormous, and it is up to 
the purchaser of that health 
care… to determine whether 
they are receiving good 
value in that transaction.”



*Mariados N. et al. Int J Radiat Oncol Biol Phys. 2015 Aug 1;92(5):971-7.
See Instructions for Use for a list of warnings, precautions and potential risks.
The Industry-Expert Theater content and views expressed therein are those of the exhibitor and not of ASTRO. 
Industry-Expert Theaters are not accredited for continuing medical education credits.

FACULTY

Michael J. Zelefsky M.D.
Broadening the Applications for 
Rectal SpaceOAR Use in Prostate 
Radiotherapy
Professor of Radiation Oncology
Vice-Chair Department of Radiation Oncology
Chief, Brachytherapy Service
Memorial Sloan-Kettering Cancer Center

Marcio Fagundes, M.D.
250 SpaceOAR Patient Experience: 
Lessons learned in challenging cases 
including large prostates
Medical Director
Provision Center for Proton Therapy

Michael Folkert, M.D., Ph.D.
Opening the therapeutic window 
for SBRT/SABR in prostate cancer
Assistant Professor of Radiation Oncology
UT Southwestern Medical Center

MODERATOR

Brian J. Davis, M.D., Ph.D.

Visit us at Booth #5051

Why tolerate 
rectal toxicity?

Registration on site. Box lunch will be provided. 
For more information contact egardner@augmenix.com
If you take a box lunch, you may be subject to reporting under the Federal 
Sunshine Act (the “Open Payments Program”) or other state laws.

INDUSTRY-EXPERT THEATER
Monday, September 26, 12:30 pm - 1:30 pm  |  Exhibit Hall, Theater 2

 1.3cm Perirectal Space
 3.3% Rectal V70

= 0% Late G2+ Rectal Toxicity*

LEVEL 1 CLINICAL DATA

PEG Hydrogel Spacing for Prostate Radiotherapy
www.spaceoar.com
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CyberKnife® Robotic Radiosurgery System. 

Automatically tracks and adjusts to target motion during 
treatment with sub-millimeter accuracy.

Want to explore our radiation therapy platforms?

Connect with an Accuray at ASTRO booth #2009 
Or visit www.accuray.com. 

NEW! Radixact™ Treatment Delivery System.  

A major step forward in the evolution of the TomoTherapy® 
System in treatment speed and ease of use.

Most side effects of radiotherapy, including radiotherapy delivered with Accuray systems, are mild and temporary, often involving fatigue, nausea, and skin irritation. Side effects can be severe, however, leading to pain, 
alterations in normal body functions (for example, urinary or salivary function), deterioration of quality of life, permanent injury, and even death. Side effects can occur during or shortly after radiation treatment or in the 
months and years following radiation. The nature and severity of side effects depend on many factors, including the size and location of the treated tumor, the treatment technique (for example, the radiation dose), and  the 
patient’s general medical condition, to name a few. For more details about the side effects of your radiation therapy, and to see if treatment with an Accuray product is right for you, ask your doctor.  MKT-ARA-0716-0106 

CONFIDENCE 
IN THE OUTCOMES
THAT MATTER 
MOST TO YOU

PATIENT 
EXPERIENCE

OPTIMIZED
 WORKFLOWS

PRACTICE 
PROSPERITY

PRECISION 
MATTERS

Accuray_ASTRO-Dailies.indd   1 9/5/16   12:46 PM

ePosters give attendees more 
opportunity to interact with authors
The ePosters, now in their third 
year as an interactive session 
at the Annual Meeting, feature 
discussants’ opening remarks 
followed by six minute presen-
tations from poster authors and 
an interactive discussion with 
attendees using touch screens to 
display the posters. Each ePoster 
session has nine abstracts. 
ePosters include video and visual 
aids to enhance the interactive 
experience. Authors receive 
technical help to produce these 
posters prior to the meeting.

The ePosters were re-formatted for 
a more interactive experience in 2013 
following attendee feedback asking for 
poster presenters to be more available 
to discuss their research. Allowing 

the poster authors to present on their 
topics also gives another group of 
researchers, including residents and 
first-time presenters, a chance to orally 
present at the meeting outside of other 
educational sessions. ●

ePosters are making their third appearance at this 
year’s Annual Meeting.

ROI Celebrates New Research 
Awards and Results

T he Radiation Oncology Institute (ROI) has had an exciting 
year and invites all ASTRO 2016 attendees to visit the 
ROI booth for the latest information about its thriving 

research pipeline and programs. 
ROI is proud to announce the winners of its 2016 Innovative 

Projects in Radiation Oncology awards: Geoffrey Martin, MD, of 
the University of Texas M.D. Anderson Cancer Center and Nitin 
Ohri, MD, of the Albert Einstein College of Medicine. Both are ex-
ploring how to harness the potential of technology that many of us 
rely on every day to improve cancer outcomes. Dr. Martin will use 
the grant to add patient reported quality of life measures to a pro-
spective trial of how biometric data collected through smartphone 
connected devices can be used to identify lung cancer patients 
at high risk for radiotherapy toxicity. Dr. Ohri will be conducting 
a randomized study of whether a pedometer-based exercise pro-
gram to monitor patients’ activity level during chemoradiotherapy 
can reduce treatment-related toxicities, improve quality of life and 
decrease the frequency of treatment interruptions. 

Attendees can meet some of ROI’s other talented investigators at the booth at 
designated times throughout the meeting. In addition, baseline results from one of 
ROI’s current grants are on display in the Poster Hall: 3006, “Information Matters: A 
Prospective, Qualitative Study of Clinicians Caring for Patients with Early-Stage Non-
Small Cell Lung Cancer.”      

ROI relies on the generous support of donors to carry out its mission to heighten 
the critical role of radiation oncology in the treatment of cancer through research 
and education. For a limited time, ASTRO members can make a pledge of $12,500 or 
more to ROI, and ASTRO will match the pledge dollar for dollar.

To learn more about ROI’s programs and find out how to invest in research for 
the future of radiation oncology, visit the ROI booth located in Northwest Lobby A on 
Level 1 of the convention center. ●

Geoffrey Martin, MD

Nitin Ohri, MD

ASTRO Daily News
Issue Number 1, Sunday/Monday Edition

Publisher:
Laura I. Thevenot

Editorial Director:
Anna M. Arnone

Design/Production:
American Medical Communications
Francine Pozzolano
Ari Mihos

Contributing Editors:
Beatriz Amendola, MD, FASTRO
Kerri Fitzgerald
Benjamin King, MD
Malcome Mattes, MD
Malika Siker, MD 
Abigail Stockham, MD
J. Ben Wilkinson, MD

Same Great Coding Session, With 
Fewer Calories 
Q. What happened to ASTRO’s Socioeconomic Luncheon?  I really en-
joyed that!  The box lunch always made the annual rate cuts a little easier 
to swallow.

A. Don’t worry.  You can still get your fill of information on coding and reimbursement 
changes at the Radiation Oncology Coding and Reimbursement Update for CY2017.  
While box lunches won’t be part of the program this year, members can still count on 
tasty morsels of informa-
tion regarding the future 
of radiation oncology 
reimbursement.

The Radiation 
Oncology Coding and 
Reimbursement Update for 
CY2017 will take place on 
Tuesday, September 27 
at 4:45 p.m. in Room 156 
of the Boston Convention 
Center.  In addition to 
information on anticipated changes in coding and reimbursement for 2017, this 
year’s program will feature an overview of the Medicare and CHIP Reauthorization 
Act (MACRA).  Enacted in 2015, MACRA ended the Sustainable Growth Rate (SGR) 
formula for determining Medicare payments for physician services and established 
the new Quality Payment Program (QPP), which encompasses the Merit Based In-
centive Payment (MIPS) program and Alternative Payment Model (APM) program.  
ASTRO staff will provide an overview of the new payment program and share tips 
on how members can ready their practices to participate in MIPS and APMs.  There 
will also be information about changes in payer coverage policies and discussion 
regarding how those policies are impacting practice patterns. ●

“This year’s program will 
feature an overview of 
the Medicare and CHIP 
Reauthorization Act 
(MACRA).”
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Are You Ready for MACRA? 

W e sat down with ASTRO President David 
C. Beyer, MD, FASTRO, to better un-
derstand the newly-enacted Medicare 

physician payment system, known as MACRA. While 
the final regulations implementing the program are 
expected to be released later this fall, we asked Dr. Bey-
er to provide us with the key information that ASTRO 
members should know now.  

Good afternoon, Dr. Beyer. Thank you for sitting 
down with us today. Let’s start with the basics. 
So what is MACRA, and why should ASTRO 
members pay close attention to this program?
MACRA is a very important piece of legislation that 
should be on the mind of every ASTRO member, as 
it will impact everyone. MACRA, which stands for 
the Medicare Access and CHIP Reauthorization Act 
of 2015, shifts the focus of Medicare payments from 
the current volume-based, fee-for-service payment 
structure, which we’ve dealt with for years, to a more 
value- and quality-based payment system. Last year, 
MACRA repealed the flawed Sustainable Growth 
Rate formula (SGR), and replaced it with the Quality 
Payment Program which includes the Merit-Based 
Incentive Payment System (MIPS) and Alternative 
Payment Models (APMs). The reason it is imperative 
that ASTRO members pay attention to MACRA and 
these programs is because they go into effect in 2017. 
Participation in 2017 will be used to determine Medi-
care Part B payments in 2019. 

You mentioned that the SGR was repealed 
in 2015, but the first payments under MACRA 
aren’t until 2019. How are radiation oncologists 
currently getting paid, and how will they get 
paid under MACRA? 
Don’t worry, we’re still receiving Medicare payments. 
You are correct, the SGR was repealed in 2015, so that 
formula is no longer used to determine payments. 
However, from 2015 to 2019, MACRA provides for an 
annual fee update of 0.5 percent. This is provided 
across the board. Then, beginning in 2019, payments 
will depend on whether radiation oncologists partic-
ipate in an APM or in MIPS. For example, if my prac-
tice participates in an APM, then we would receive an 
annual 5 percent bonus through 2024. Alternatively, 
if I participate in the MIPS program, then I can face 
penalties of up to -9 percent, or receive bonuses of up 
to 27 percent, depending on the year. 

 I’d like to highlight that, like the current quality 
programs, there is a two-year gap between the partici-
pation year and the payment adjustment year. There-
fore, 2017 participation will be used to determine 2019 
payments, 2018 to determine 2020 payments, 2019 to 
determine 2021 payments, and so on. 

What is an APM? 
An APM is a payment model 
that requires physicians to take 
responsibility for cost and qual-
ity performance. Under an APM 
model, the practice and providers 
are rewarded for providing high 
quality, low cost care. 

Are there currently any radiation oncology APMs 
available? 
There are not many radiation oncology APMs available 
right this moment, but that should change quickly. 
Right now, some practices may be participating in 
the Oncology Care Model, which is considered an 
Advanced APM and would qualify for the 5 percent bo-
nus. However, eligibility for the Oncology Care Model 
requires that a practice also include medical oncology; 
practices that only offer radiation oncology services 
are not eligible. Some private payers and radiation 
oncology practices are also testing some APMs.  For the 
rest of the community, ASTRO has devoted significant 
resources to developing radiation-oncology-specific 
APMs.  The ASTRO model features disease specific case 
rates or target prices for an episode of care.  A physi-
cian’s aggregate payments are reconciled with the tar-
get price every six months or at the completion of the 
episode.  Physicians who exceed the target price must 
pay back CMS up to a specific amount.  Those physi-
cians reimbursed below the target price are eligible for 
gainsharing based on quality measures performance.  
I’d encourage everyone to go to a session on this and 
other payment models on Monday, September 26, 
called “Case Studies in Payment Reform for Specialty 
Care,” 10:45 a.m. – 12:15 p.m., Boston Convention 
Center, Room 104A/B/C. 

MACRA, APMs, MIPS, Oh my! My head is spin-
ning with all these new acronyms and programs.  
I’m sure ASTRO members will be too, particular-
ly those in smaller practices that don’t have the 
resources to commit.  Is ASTRO doing anything 
about this?
You bet. ASTRO is working hard to reshape the 
program from Medicare’s initial proposal and pre-
pare radiation oncologists to participate successfully. 
ASTRO, along with the AMA, wrote Medicare a lengthy 
letter to explain that the initial MACRA proposal was 
way too complicated and onerous, especially in such 
a tight time frame. Smaller practices like mine are at 
a particular disadvantage and need some remedies. 
ASTRO put forward some commonsense fixes, and we 
hope CMS will listen to the physician community and 
simplify the program. We’re also working closely with 
Congress, which has an important oversight role to en-
sure that the program is implemented in a way that’s 
consistent with the legislation. But there’s no denying 
that complying with MACRA will be a tremendous 
challenge for radiation oncology.  If you think what I’ve 
told you about so far is complicated, wait until I go into 
some of the details on MIPS…

Check back in Tuesday for Part 2 of our Q&A with Dr. 
Beyer as he provides more details on the MIPS catego-
ries, reporting requirements, and methodologies. 

MIPS Penalty and Bonus Schedule

Year Max Penalty Max Bonus

2019-2020 -4% 12%

2020-2021 -5% 15%

2021-2022 -7% 21%

2022 onwards -9% 27%

David C. Beyer, MD, 
FASTRO

STREET TALK

Anca Grosu, MD
Freiburg, Germany

“I’ve been coming 
to the ASTRO Annual 
Meeting for more than 
10 years. The teaching is 
very good, and [I like] the 
refresher courses.”

Russell A. Thomas, MSc
Teddington, United 
Kingdom

“This is my first 
meeting. In my job 
we help disseminate 
radiotherapy standards 
in the United Kingdom. 
I work closely with 
hospitals and clinical trial 
groups to ensure patients 
get the correct doses, so 
I’m here on a fact finding 
mission to see what 
companies are doing.”

William Wagstaff, BS
Chicago, IL

“This is my first one. 
I’m a MD/PhD student 
starting my PhD this 
year. What better 
place to understand 
the state of the field of 
radiation therapy and 
immunotherapy than 
here?”

How many ASTRO 
meetings have you 
attended, and why 
are you attending 
the Annual Meeting 
this year?

Stay up to date on  the Meeting!

#ASTRO16
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Radiation Oncology Elbows its Way 
into Cancer Moonshot Initiative 
ASTRO members submit research proposals
By Judy Keen, PhD

A t the State of the Union Address in January 
2016, President Obama outlined a new initia-
tive to advance progress in cancer research. 

Termed the Cancer Moonshot Initiative (CMI), this 
program is led by Vice President Joe Biden, and aims 
to speed the rate of discovery so that scientists can 
produce in five years what currently takes 10.

Since the CMI was announced, the NCI has begun 
to determine how to proceed with the initiative 
through a number of steps, including a public call 
for research idea proposals. Of over 770 proposals 
submitted through cancerresearchideas.gov, only 4.7% 
were related to radiation oncology or radiation thera-
py. It was pointed out by several of these submissions 
that radiation oncology was notably not represented 
on the CMI clinical trials “Blue Ribbon Panel”.

On June 29, Vice President Biden hosted a Cancer 
Moonshot summit in DC. Over 350 people participat-
ed including ASTRO past chairs Bruce G. Haffty, MD, 
FASTRO and Tim Williams, MD FASTRO. In response 

to the Vice President’s encouragement for groups to 
hold their own CMI summits in concurrence with this 
summit, ASTRO hosted an hour-long Virtual Summit 
Twitter Chat led by Dr. James Yu in which 29 individ-
uals and organizations participated.

At this time, congressional appropriations for the 
CMI have not yet been secured. The Administration 
has requested $750M to support the program, and 
the NCI has outlined a timeline of funding for the 
program assuming its inclusion in the budget. This 

timeline includes a period from January to March 
2017 for applications to be submitted for funding of 
projects to implement the Blue Ribbon Panel’s recom-

mendations, which were released by Dr. Doug Lowy, 
Acting Director of the NCI, this month. Dr. Lowy 
recently spoke about the focus of new NCI-funded 
research as part of the CMI, with a focus on topics 
such as immunotherapy, expansion of ‘omics analysis 
of tumor and stromal cells, and a general increase for 
basic research funding.

ASTRO will continue to monitor and engage with 
the CMI to identify and promote funding opportuni-
ties for ASTRO members. ●

“Of over 770 proposals 
submitted through 
cancerresearchideas.gov, 
only 4.7% were related 
to radiation oncology or 
radiation therapy.”

Drs. Tim William and Bruce Haffty attend CMI Summit.
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Sunday’s Menu
CHILLED 

BLT Salad
America’s favorite sandwich in a salad with a 

side of garlic croutons

Wedge Salad |
Baby iceberg, tomato, red onion and chives 

with blue cheese dressing

English Pea and Farro Salad 
Lemon vinaigrette

Gourmet Sandwiches

Grilled Ham and Cheese – on Texas toast

Smoking Gobbler – smoked turkey, ched-
dar, cranberry-apricot chutney and sage 

aioli on whole wheat bulkie

Grilled Vegetable Wrap – Over-sized spin-
ach tortilla filled with grilled vegetables with 

tomato chutney, provolone and balsamic 
onions 

HEATED

New England Clam Chowder 
 Oyster crackers 

Chianti Braised Beef Tips
 Blistered red pepper and Parmesan mashed 

potatoes

Wood Roasted Mushroom Orecchiette 
Mascarpone cream with roasted garlic

Fire Roasted Vegetable Ratatouille 
Extra virgin olive oil, sea salt and cracked 

pepper

Bakery Fresh Rolls 
From our in-house bakery with sweet butter

SWEETENED

Fresh Fruit Salad 
Gingered fruit syrup

Hanover Street Italian Pastries
Warm Blueberry Cobbler

Lemon curd

Fresh Brewed Coffee and Iced Tea

Monday’s Menu
CHILLED 

Grilled Asparagus Panzanilla 
Roasted peppers, onion, artichokes and 
tomatoes with red wine vinaigrette and 

artisan bread

Mixed Green Salad |
Spring blend, tomato, red onion and English 
cucumber with choice of buttermilk Ranch 

or vinaigrette dressings

Angel Hair Pasta Salad 
Basil oil, fire-roasted squash, fresh mozza-

rella pearls and balsamic crema

Gourmet Sandwiches

Tuscan Beef Sandwich – borison, roasted 
pepper, baby arugula and balsamic onions 

on focaccia

Grilled Chicken BLT – grilled chicken, 
smoky bacon, vine-ripe tomato and hearty 

lettuce on whole wheat bulkie

Griddled Cheese and Beefsteak Tomato 
– on Texas toast with whole grain country 

honey-Dijon 

HEATED

Tortilla Soup |
 Avocado crema and tortilla crouton 

Pan-Seared Chicken
 Maple jus lie’ and cranberry chutney

Five-Cheese Tortellini 
Grilled asparagus and Parmesan broth

Honey Glazed Carrots |

Bakery Fresh Rolls 
From our in-house bakery with sweet butter

SWEETENED

Market Fresh Fruit  
Strawberry-lime chantilly

Macaroon Madness

Raspberry White Chocolate Bread and 
Butter Pudding
Crème Anglaise

Fresh Brewed Coffee and Iced Tea

INDUSTRY SATELLITE SYMPOSIA

ASTRO has reviewed and approved these symposia as 
appropriate for presentation. These symposia represent the 
content and views of the provider and are not part of the 
official ASTRO Annual Meeting. 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 25

6:15 p.m. – 11:00 p.m. 

PROTON THERAPY SYMPOSIUM 

Institute of Contemporary Art 
25 Harbor Shore Drive 
Dinner will be provided. 

This is a non-CME informational activity designed for radiation 
oncologists, medical physicists and hospital administrators to 
attend the Proton Therapy Symposium. No CME is offered for 
this program. 

Learning Objectives: 
The Proton Therapy Symposium will cover the following aspects of 
cancer treatment: 

•	 Cost effectiveness of proton therapy.

•	 Stockholm group consensus report on the use of proton 
therapy treatment for pediatric cancers.

•	 The future of proton therapy is adaptive. Clinical case on 
imaging technology innovation. 

This activity is hosted by IBA.*

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 27 

6:15 p.m. – 6:45 p.m.: Dinner and Registration 
6:45 p.m. – 8:15 p.m.: Symposium 

EVALUATING IMMUNOTHERAPY AS A NEW PILLAR OF 
MULTIMODAL HEAD AND NECK CANCER CARE: WHERE DOES 
CHECKPOINT BLOCKADE FIT? 

The Westin Boston Waterfront Hotel, 
Grand Ballroom A 
425 Summer St. 
Dinner will be provided. 

Accreditation: The Medical Learning Institute, Inc. and Peerview 
Institute for Medical Education are accredited by the Accreditation 
Council for Continuing Medical Education to provide continuing 
medical education for physicians. 

CME Credits: The Medical Learning Institute, Inc. and Peerview 
Institute for Medical Education designate this live activity for a 
maximum of 1.5 AMA PRA Category 1 Credits™. Physicians should 
claim only the credit commensurate with the extent of their partici-
pation in the activity. 

Target Audience: This activity is designed to meet the educational 
needs of radiation oncologists, medical and surgical oncologists, 
advanced practice clinicians and other health care professionals 
involved in the care of patients with head and neck cancer. 

Learning Objectives: 
After participating in the activity, the learners are expected to be 
better able to: 

•	 Describe the rationale and mechanisms for therapeutic target-
ing of the immune system in head and neck cancer.

•	 Apply efficacy and safety evidence on the use of immune 
checkpoint inhibitors in head and neck cancer, including recur-
rent, metastatic disease and/or platinum-refractory settings.

•	 Summarize potential clinical synergies between immune-on-
cology strategies and other modalities commonly used for the 
management of SCCHN.

•	 Select patients with head and neck cancer who may be eligible 
for immunotherapires including enrollment in clinical trials.

This activity is supported through educational grants provided 
by Bristol-Myers Squibb and Merck & Co., Inc.*

New this year! Located in the Exhibit Hall.

*Dinner will be provided by the company, which may subject you to reporting under 
the Federal Sunshine Act (the “Open Payments Program”) or other state laws.
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INDUSTRY-EXPERT THEATERS
Theaters 1 and 2 are located in the front of Exhibit Hall A, Exhibit Level; Room 261 is 
located outside of the Exhibit Hall, Level 2 of the Convention Center 
Industry-Expert Theaters allow companies to present their noteworthy products and 
services through a live presentation. Seating is available on a first-come first-serve basis. 
The Industry-Expert Theater content and views expressed therein are those of the exhibi-
tor and not of ASTRO. Unless otherwise indicated food will be available for purchase prior 
to the start of the event in the ASTRO Bistro and concession areas in the rear of Hall B.

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 25 
THEATER 1, Exhibit Hall 
INTRODUCING THE RADIXACT™ 
SYSTEM: SMART INTEGRATION 

DELIVERS TREATMENT CONFIDENCE 
12:15 p.m. – 1:15 p.m. 
Company: Accuray, Incorporated* 
Contact: Diane Hobaugh 

Phone: 408-789-4265 
Email: dhobaugh@accuray.com 

THEATER 2, Exhibit Hall 
CHANGING REQUIREMENTS FOR 
PATIENT QA AND HOW YOU CAN TAKE 
THE CONTROL 
12:15 p.m. – 1:15 p.m. 
Company: ScandiDos* 
Contact: Ingemar Wiberg 
Phone: +46-18-472-3030 
Email: ingemar.wiberg@scandiDos.com 

THEATER 1, Exhibit Hall 
REDUCING HEART RADIATION DAMAGE 
USING DEEP INSPIRATION BREATH 
HOLD (DIBH) WITH SURFACE GUIDED 
RADIATION THERAPY (SGRT) - A 
MULTIDISCIPLINARY PERSPECTIVE 
2:45 p.m. – 3:15 p.m. 
Company: Vision RT 
Contact: Thomas Carter 
Phone: +44-7795-127-820 
Email: tcarter@visionrt.com 

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 26
THEATER 1, Exhibit Hall 
ENERGIZE YOUR BREAST PROGRAM BY 
OFFERING BALLOON BRACHYTHERAPY 
TO YOUR PATIENTS 
10:15 a.m. – 10:45 a.m. 
Company: Hologic, Inc. 
Contact: Shannon Wheeler 
Phone: 508-263-8657 
Email: Shannon.wheeler@hologic.com 

THEATER 1, Exhibit Hall 
THE CYBERKNIFE® SYSTEM: 
CONFIDENCE IN HYPOFRACTIONATION 
12:30 p.m. – 1:30 p.m. 
Company: Accuray, Incorporated* 
Contact: Diane Hobaugh 
Phone: 408-789-4265 
Email: dhobaugh@accuray.com 

THEATER 2, Exhibit Hall 
WHY TOLERATE RECTAL TOXICITY - 
HEAR WHAT THE EXPERTS HAVE TO SAY 
12:30 p.m. – 1:30 p.m. 
Company: Augmenix Inc.* 
Contact: Eileen Gardner 
Phone: 781-902-1625 
Email: egardner@augmenix.com 

ROOM 261, Level 2 
INNOVATIONS IN THERAPY GUIDANCE 
12:30 p.m. – 1:30 p.m. 
Company: PHILIPS* 
Contact: Sara Randall 
Phone: 608-301-7739 
Email: sara.randall@philips.com 

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 27 
THEATER 1, Exhibit Hall 
NOVEL DELIVERY FOR THE TREATMENT OF 
BREAKTHROUGH PAIN IN CANCER (BTPc) 
11:45 a.m. – 12:45 p.m. 
Company: Depomed, Inc.* 
Contact: Tyler Harrington 
Phone: 510-744-8597 
Email: tharrington@depomed.com 

THEATER 2, Exhibit Hall 
CLINICAL EXPERIENCE WITH MRI-
GUIDED RADIATION THERAPY ON THE 
MRIdian SYSTEM 
11:45 a.m. – 12:45 p.m. 
Company: Viewray* 
Contact: Meredith Johnson 
Phone: 408-396-2355 
Email: mjohnson@viewray.com

*Lunch will be provided by the company, which 
may subject you to reporting under the Federal 
Sunshine Act (the “Open Payments Program”) or 
other state laws.
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PAC
ASTRO PAC: What is it?
ASTRO’s Political Action Committee, ASTRO PAC, is a 
way for ASTRO members to financially support bipar-
tisan candidates for Congress who align with ASTRO’s 
priorities and understand the importance of radiation 
oncology. ASTRO PAC provides ASTRO members the 
opportunity to engage in the legislative process by 
ensuring that key policymakers in Washington, DC 
recognize the impact of certain legislative proposals on 
radiation oncology. 

With help from ASTRO PAC, ASTRO has created 
some much-needed payment stability, increased cancer 
research funding, and supported ASTRO members’ abili-
ty to continue providing high quality care to our patients.

To learn more about ASTRO PAC and how to get in-
volved, please visit the ASTRO PAC Donor Lounge in Con-
vention Center Room 155 or visit Astro.org/ASTROPAC. 

Save steps by using the 
Interactive Map Kiosks
Interactive Map Kiosks are interactive touch screens 
conveniently located at the main entrances of the Ex-
hibit and Poster Halls. Use these touch screens to help 
you easily locate an exhibitor, product or poster. A direct 
walking path will be provided to the exhibitor’s booth or 
poster you wish to visit. 

Hands-on Simulation Workshop 
Provides Learning Opportunity for 
Prostate Brachytherapy
P rostate brachytherapy is a well-established 

treatment for localized prostate cancer, with 
favorable long-term outcomes, cost, toxicity, 

and quality-of-life profiles. However, clinicians require 
hands-on training, experience, and an understanding of 
the quality assurance process to safely perform this pro-
cedure. During a full-day, hands-on prostate phantom 
simulation workshop, attendees were provided with the 
basic principles of low-dose rate (LDR) brachytherapy 
physics, treatment planning, and outcomes.

Before breaking off into groups to practice pre-im-
plant ultrasound and post-implant computed tomography 
(CT) and magnetic resonance imaging (MRI) contouring 
in one room and implanting the prostate phantoms using 
“dummy seeds” through both pre-plan and intra-opera-
tive techniques in another, attendees listened to educa-
tional lectures from a variety of leaders in the field. 

The objective of this workshop is to, “teach people 
how to do brachytherapy and do it well,” said Mira 
Keyes, MD, of the British Columbia Cancer Agency and 
one of the program chairs, while introducing the ses-
sion. “Exceptional outcomes can only be reached with 
high-quality implants.”

Steven Frank, MD, of the MD Anderson Cancer 
Center and president of the American Brachytherapy 
Society (ABS), discussed ultrasound simulation and 
treatment planning. “We are going to be doing a lot of 
simulation” in this workshop, he said. “It’s really criti-
cal that you know how to use the ultrasound unit.”

Dr. Keyes concluded the session by noting that it is 

important to realize how heterogeneous prostate cancer 
is. Five-year follow up outcomes are inadequate to 
assess treatment results, as the five- and 10-year results 
are very different. “Brachytherapy eliminates the bulk, 
and that’s why it works,” she said. “There is always a 
second wave of disease if you do not eliminate [it].” 

She identified the key components of a quality 
assurance program that include:

•	 Unified eligibility and planning system

•	 Comprehensive patient database

•	 Training and mentorship programs

•	 Peer review process

•	 Individual performance outcomes and feedback 
process

•	 Structured continuing education

•	 Routine assessment of the program’s dosimetry, 
toxicity, and prostate specific antigen outcomes

•	 Administration and program leadership that pro-
motes a strong culture of patient safety

The session was supported by ASTRO and ABS, and ven-
dors donated equipment for the educational workshop. ● 

Steven Frank, MD, 
helps attendees with 
a brachytherapy 
simulation.

ASTRO/ABS PROSTATE BRACHYTHERAPY SIMULATION WORKSHOP
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Where Does Radiation Therapy 
Fit in Cancer Care Today?
The need to increase awareness and 
research funding is evident

S ince joining the staff of 
ASTRO in January, 2016, the 
Director of Scientific Affairs, 

Judy Keen, PhD, has been engaging 
researchers from large to small 
institutions, including the National 
Cancer Institute, Memorial Sloan 
Kettering, Johns Hopkins, Washing-
ton University in St. Louis, Universi-
ty of Pittsburgh, Cornell, Duke, Beaumont, and others 
within the radiation oncology field. The result of these 
conversations is a census which is meant to provide an 
understanding of the status of the field and to identify 
ways to increase awareness of radiation oncology and 
our community’s need for research funding.

Throughout these discussions, several key themes 
emerged:  

ü	ASTRO is a major player; 
ü	Collaboration is vital to success;
ü	Research funding is awful; and
ü	Combination therapy that includes immuno-

therapy is changing the game and radiation 
oncology needs to be part of that story.

There is a general sense that oncology is on the preci-
pice of significant changes, and many in the field believe 
there are unique opportunities today that will shape the 
future of cancer care for the decades to come.  

ASTRO is a major player. ASTRO and radiation oncology 
might be smaller than other oncology fields or organi-
zations, but we are mighty. ASTRO occupies a unique 
niche and can associate and collaborate with other 
professional societies to promote what is best for oncol-
ogy and patients. To be effective, ASTRO must clearly 
define how to fill this niche to best serve its members.

Collaboration is vital to success. We work in oncology. 
We are part of the team of researchers, clinicians, and 
physicists who work together with medical oncolo-
gists, hematologic oncologists, surgeons, and others 
to provide the best treatment option and conduct 
the most relevant cutting edge research for cancer 
patients. Radiation oncologists engage with patients 
early in the treatment process and continue their 
care throughout the patient’s cancer journey. Physi-
cists and biologist researchers are part of the larger 
cancer research ecosystem and develop new tools, 

protocols, strategies, and 
insights into how cancer 
develops, spreads, and 
is controlled using 
radiation alone or in 
combination with other 
treatment modalities.  
These examples show 
that collaboration is key. 
Emphasizing our role 
within the oncology field 
is vital to our success.

Research funding is aw-
ful. Funding of research, 
especially in radiation 
oncology, is at an all-
time low and has been 
for many years. ASTRO 
has been exploring the 
underlying reasons for 
diminished funding. 
Through a survey to 
department chairs, AS-
TRO seeks to learn what 
is funded and what is 
turned away by funding 
agencies. ASTRO is also 
conducting a portfolio 
analysis of currently 
funded research in 
radiation oncology and 
radiation therapy at the 
NIH. Together, these data 
will lay the foundation 
for a strategy to improve 

funding and determine what types of programs will 
best serve our members.

Combination therapy that includes immunotherapy is 
changing the game and RO needs to be a part of that 
story. The iconic image for cancer therapy is the pillars 
of cancer care: surgery, chemotherapy, and radiation 
therapy. While this clearly demonstrates the treatment 
options, the image depicts very siloed and isolated 
treatment strategies. The historic image conveys the 
idea that each treatment option is singular and one 
option alone will provide the answer for patient care. 
Clearly, this is not true. The reality is that cancer treat-
ment is interrelated and interlocking. Each treatment 
option provides a piece of the total plan. Each option 
impacts the efficacy of the other – in both beneficial 
and detrimental ways. Overlying this entire mesh lies 
genomics, which alters treatment potentials on an in-
dividual basis. Through research and clinical care, we 
work to understand the interrelatedness of each option 
to best provide treatments for cancer patients.

The emergence of immunotherapy further empha-
sizes this interplay as increasingly data is emerging to 
show the importance of IT + RT combination therapy. 
The changes in cancer therapy that are emerging as a 
result of immunotherapy are providing a real oppor-
tunity to advance radiation oncology. We need to be 
instrumental in communicating the importance of 
radiation therapy in combination with immunotherapy, 
targeted agents, surgery, and chemotherapy so that 
at each scientific meeting, policy forum, and patient 
engagement session, radiation therapy is discussed 
to an equal extent as other modalities. There are too 
many times that combination therapy is defined as 
two or more chemotherapies, immunotherapies, or 
immunotherapy plus chemotherapy. Radiation therapy 
is often left behind. We need to change the image and 
the discussion from pillars to a dynamic interlocking 
system where radiation oncology’s place is clear. ●

Pillars of Cancer Care
Precision Therapy
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Radiation Therapy

Surgery

One treatment alone isn’t always the answer

In reality...

Surgery

Radiation

Chemo-
therapy

Immuno-
therapy

Targeted
therapy

Genomics

Judy Keen, PhD



ASTRO Survivor Circle Award, 
Recognizes Local Boston Cancer 
Survivor and Two Cancer Organizations

A STRO has continued its tradi-
tion of giving a Survivor Cir-
cle Award, which recognizes a 

cancer survivor who lives in the region 
where ASTRO holds its Annual Meeting 
and has dedicated his or her time and 
energy in service and support of the lo-
cal cancer community, and two Survivor 
Circle Grants, a funding initiative that 
provides gifts of financial assistance to 
two cancer support organizations also 
in or near the location where ASTRO’s 
Annual Meeting is held.

Survivor Circle Award
ASTRO chose Theresa A. Keresztes, a 
resident of Wellesley, Massachusetts, to 
receive the 2016 Survivor Circle Award. 
Keresztes will be presented with the 
award, including $1,000, at the Awards 
Ceremony on Tuesday from 10:15 a.m. 
to 11:30 a.m. in the Grand Ballroom. 

“As a breast cancer survivor and 
volunteer, Ms. Keresztes has inspired 
others through her volunteer work on ed-
ucational prevention programs and other 
services for people with cancer. She is a 
wonderful role model and led by example 
as she started and maintained a healthy 
exercise and diet program throughout 
her own radiation treatment course,” 
said ASTRO President-elect Brian D. 
Kavanagh, MD, MPH, FASTRO. “ASTRO 
is honored to present Ms. Keresztes with 
the 2016 Survivor Circle Award.”

Keresztes was diag-
nosed with ductal carcino-
ma in situ (DCIS) in 2007, 
undergoing a lumpectomy 
and radiation therapy at 
Massachusetts General 
Hospital in Boston. She 
received tamoxifen for five 
years following treatment. 
Following the end of her 
cancer treatment, she 
became involved with the 
Wellesley Cancer Preven-
tion Project. Among many 
other volunteer activities, 
earlier this year Theresa 
completed her first Boston 
Marathon to raise money 
for under-insured breast 
cancer patients

Keresztes said she was 
honored to be chosen for 
ASTRO’s 2016 Survivor 
Circle Award. She recom-
mends that those consider-
ing volunteering examine 

what kind of activities they enjoy most 
and look for groups that support those 
efforts.

“I like to volunteer where I may 
learn from others and get an opportuni-
ty to work on new and creative projects 
that help me grow personally and pro-
fessionally,” she said. “However, one of 
the greatest gifts I have discovered over 
the years is that giving to others who do 
not expect help from others, most often 
strangers, is the best reward of all.”

Survivor Circle Grants
Two Boston-based organizations, The 
Samfund and Boston Cancer Support, re-
ceived a Survivor Circle Grant this year. 
Each organization will receive $8,500 to 
support volunteer work in the commu-
nity, and representatives will attend 
ASTRO’s 58th Annual Meeting in Boston. 

The Samfund also won ASTRO’s Sur-
vivor Circle Grant in 2012, when ASTRO’s 
Annual Meeting was last held in Boston.

“ASTRO is pleased to sponsor the Sur-
vivor Circle Grant Program,” said ASTRO 
President David C. Beyer, MD, FASTRO. 
“The Samfund helps young adults handle 
the financial impact of cancer treatment. 
We are excited to support this Boston 
group in its mission for a second time.”

“We were grateful to receive a grant 
from ASTRO in 2012,” said Samantha Wat-
son, founder of The Samfund. “We have 
seen tremendous growth since then, both 

internally—our staff has expanded from 
two to five, and we have been developing 
new programs in addition to expanding 
our grants program—and externally. We’ve 
continued to expand our webinar series, 
are developing our toolkit program and 
are working with our new Sambassador 
group, our key volunteers who have taken 
on a leadership position. With more of a 
focus on the costs of cancer, The Sam-
fund has been uniquely positioned to 
participate in larger scale conversations, 
including our first published article.”

“We applied for a second time because, 
with ASTRO’s continued partnership and 
support, we can provide greater support 
to exponentially more young adults on an 
ongoing basis throughout the year.”

Ms. Watson, a two-time cancer 
survivor, founded The Samfund in 2003 
because of her own experiences during 
and after cancer treatment.  

“‘Cancer-free’ isn’t free—especially 
for young adults who are just starting 

out their lives,” she said. “The high cost 
of health care, coupled with a dwindling 
savings account, lost wages and limited 
parental support, make moving forward 
after cancer feel impossible.”

The Samfund supports young adult 
cancer survivors in their 20s and 30s in 
the U.S. as they recover financially from 
cancer treatment. By providing direct fi-
nancial assistance and free online support 
and education, The Samfund helps young 
adults move forward toward their person-
al, professional and academic goals.

Boston Cancer Support, established 
in 2013, shares resources for cancer pa-
tients, family and medical professionals 
with Boston, North Shore, Metrowest, 
South Shore and western Massachusetts 
hospitals, rehabilitation centers and 
support groups at the state, region, city 
and town level. These resources include 
information about support groups, 

palliative care, prosthetics, clinical trial 
participation, financial aid possibilities 
for prescription drugs, transportation 
and respite care for caregivers. 

“Boston Cancer Support offers unique 
support both online and within commu-
nities. The organization exemplifies the 
grant’s work to ‘support the supporters.’ 
ASTRO is pleased to award the grant to 
Boston Cancer Support at our upcoming 
Annual Meeting,” Dr. Beyer said. 

Boston Cancer Support also runs 
two Collective Impact Programs. Can-
cerCollaborative™ offers professional 
development and networking for medical 
professionals including oncology nurses, 
social workers, patient navigators and 
patient-support organizations. Treatment 
Transport Program helps cancer patients 
travel to their treatments affordably.

“The Survivor Circle grant money 
will be used for patient transportation to 
radiation and chemotherapy,” said Susan 
Chaityn Lebovits, founder and executive 
director. “Having reliable transporta-
tion to treatments is one of the largest 
issues that we have found in all of the 
communities in which we work. We have 
relationships with social workers and pa-
tient navigators in both large and small 
hospitals and treatment centers through-

out greater Boston and 
beyond.” 

The organization has 
partnered with Lyft, a 
transportation service 
app, to provide discount-
ed rates for cancer pa-
tients to get to and from 
their treatments. 

“We must supplement 
funding for these trips as 
the cost of transportation 
to treatments for some pa-
tients could mean having 
to choose between getting 

to their treatment or a healthy meal,” Ms. 
Chaityn Lebovits said. “No one should 
have to make that choice. We are working 
very hard to serve patients and families 
who are already under a lot of stress.”

The Survivor Circle Grants and Sur-
vivor Circle Award are funded in part 
by the companies who participate in the 
Passport Program. The 2016 Passport 
Program participants are:

21st Century Oncology, Augmenix, 
CIVCO Medical Solutions, Equicare 
Health, Genomic Health, Hologic, 
Mevion Medical Systems, Mission 
Search, Novocure, Provision Healthcare, 
ScandiDos, Sun Nuclear Corporation, 
Vertual, ViewRay, Vision RT and Xoft-a 
subsidiary of iCAD, Inc.

For more information about Survivor 
Circle, visit www.rtanswers.org/
survivorcircle. ●
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Session Title: Late Breaking Abstracts — Special Session

Abstract Title:  Continued Benefi t to Rectal Separation for Prostate RT: Final Results of a Phase III Trial
Daniel Hamstra, MD, PhD

Session Date: Tuesday, September 27, 2016

Session Time: 7:45 - 9:00 am  

Presentation Time: 7:54 am

Location: Boston Convention and Exhibition Center, Room 52A

Late-Breaking Abstract

Hydrogel Spacer 
3-Year Phase III Data
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“As a breast cancer survivor 
and volunteer, Ms. Keresztes 
has inspired others through 
her volunteer work on 
educational prevention 
programs and other services 
for people with cancer.”

Survivor Circle Award winner,  Theresa A. Keresztes
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