
 

 

 

March 19, 2013 

 

Sidney Hayes, MD 

Novitas Solutions, Inc. 

Union Trust Building 

Suite 600  

501 Grant St.  

Pittsburgh, PA 15219 

 

Re: LCD DL33093 – Proton Beam Therapy 

Sent via email delivery 

Dear Dr. Hayes:  
 

The American Society for Radiation Oncology* (ASTRO) appreciates the opportunity to 

comment on the Novitas Solutions, Inc. (Novitas) draft LCD DL33093 on Proton Beam Therapy 

for Jurisdiction H. At this time ASTRO does not have a formal policy on the use of proton beam 

therapy and recognizes a diversity of opinions in this regard.  

 

In July of 2009, ASTRO sent Novitas’s predecessor, Highmark Medicare Services, a comment 

letter on the Draft LCD DL30314 regarding Proton Beam Therapy for Jurisdiction 12. While the 

technology has matured since then, ASTRO believes that proton therapy remains an emerging 

technology. The Novitas proton beam policy contains a broader list of indications for proton 

beam therapy than ASTRO has previously supported. To determine the state of the developing 

modality, ASTRO’s Emerging Technology Committee completed a comprehensive literature 

review of proton beam therapy. A summary of this review was published in Radiotherapy and 

Oncology: Journal of the European Society for Therapeutic Radiology and Oncology in April of 

2012, and a copy of this review is enclosed for your reference.  

 

As noted in this literature review, ASTRO feels there are sound data supporting the use of proton 

therapy for brain tumors, base of skull tumors and uveal melanomas.   In addition, many 

pediatric radiation oncologists consider the use of protons standard therapy for solid tumors.  

There are other sites, however, such as lung and head & neck, that are under active investigation 

but for which the published data are scarce.  Many cancers present as unique, specialized 

situations, in complex anatomical locations. Treatment often has to be individualized and does 

not fall into a clean category that should always be denied or covered. ASTRO believes this fact 

makes it essential for carriers to assess individual cases for their merit, even though they may not 

reside in a specific coverage category. 
 
 

 

*ASTRO is the largest radiation oncology society in the world, with more than 10,000 members who specialize in 

treating patients with radiation therapies. As the leading organization in radiation oncology, biology and physics, 

the Society is dedicated to improving patient care through education, clinical practice, advancement of science and 

advocacy. For more information on radiation therapy, visit www.rtanswers.org. To learn more about ASTRO, visit 

www.astro.org. 

http://www.rtanswers.org/
http://www.astro.org/
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ASTRO is supportive of rapid evidence development in this area, and looks forward to working 

with CMS and insurance carriers to develop “coverage during evidence development” protocols. 

ASTRO agrees with Novitas’s decision to offer coverage to patients enrolled in high quality 

clinical trials of proton therapy. In particular, ASTRO believes that collecting data in these 

settings is essential to informing consensus on the role of proton therapy for prostate cancer, 

especially insofar as it is important to understand how the effectiveness of proton therapy 

compares to other radiation therapy modalities such as IMRT and brachytherapy. ASTRO’s 

official position statement regarding the use of proton beam therapy for prostate cancer has been 

attached for your reference.  
 

Lastly, your draft LCD cites an outdated version of our coding guide, the 2007 ASTRO/ACR 

Guide to Radiation Oncology and 2008 supplement. Every year, we publish an updated web 

based coding guide on radiation oncology. The latest hard copy, The ASTRO/ACR Guide to 

Radiation Oncology Coding 2010, now also includes an insert with coding updates for 2011, 

2012, and 2013. We mailed Novitas a complementary coding guide in November 2012 and have 

included the 2013 updated insert as an attachment to this letter. We would like to verify that you 

are utilizing our most current version when creating coverage policies.  
 

ASTRO appreciates the opportunity to participate in the development of Novitas’s Draft LCD on 

Proton Beam Therapy. If you have any questions regarding our comments please contact Marsha 

Kaufman, Director of Health Policy, at 703-839-7374.  

 

Sincerely, 

               

Gregory Patton, MD     Michael Dzeda, MD    

Chair, Regulatory Committee    Vice-Chair, Regulatory Committee  

 

 

Enclosures:   An evidence based review of proton beam therapy: The report of ASTRO’s 

emerging technology committee   

  ASTRO Position Statement: Use of Proton Beam Therapy for Prostate Cancer 

2013 Changes in CPT® and HCPCS Codes Relevant to Radiation Oncology- 

ASTRO/ACR Guide to Radiation Oncology Coding 

 

cc:  Mitchell Burken, MD 

Thomas Eichler, MD 

Joel Cherlow, MD, PhD 

 Najeeb Mohideen, MD 

 Brian Kavanagh, MD, MPH  

 Marsha Kaufman, MSW 


