
 

 

 

 

April 30, 2012 

 

 

Janet Lawrence, M. D. 

Contractor Medical Director 

National Government Services, Inc. 

500 Brittonfield Pkwy, Ste 100 

East Syracuse, NY 13057 

 

 

RE:  National Government Services, Inc.’s Coding Guidance for CPT
®
 Code 77427 

(Radiation treatment management)  

 

Dear Dr. Lawrence:  

 

The American Society for Radiation Oncology (ASTRO) would like to provide comments on 

National Government Services, Inc.’s (NGS) document Clarification on the Proper Reporting 

of Radiation Treatment CPT Code 77427. We have been asked by one of our members to 

review the guidance articulated in this document.   

 

ASTRO wishes to discuss the following statement found in the document: 

• In the event that five fractions occur in two different calendar months or years, the 

billing “from and to” dates should reflect the month in which the most fractions were 

performed. For example: If two fractions were performed on 1/30/09 and 1/31/09, and 

three fractions were performed on 2/1/09, 2/2/09 and 2/3/09, the claim would be billed 

with a “from date” of 2/1/09 and “to date” of 2/3/09. 

 

ASTRO believes NGS’ coding guidance is incorrect and respectfully offers the following 

comments to support our position that CPT code 77427 should be reported for the days in 

which all fractions are performed regardless of the actual time period in which the services 

are furnished. Requiring physicians to only report CPT code 77427 for the month or year in 

which most fractions are performed does not accurately reflect the work of the physician 

treating his/her patient. CPT code 77427 is used by radiation oncologists for weekly 

management of a patient and may be reported multiple times during a course of treatment. 

This code represents the radiation oncologist’s professional contribution to patient 

management. It involves a continual assessment of the manner in which the treatment is being 

delivered as well as of the patient’s response to treatment. Coding guidance in the 

ASTRO/ACR Guide to Radiation Oncology Coding 2010 (Coding Guide), pages 104-105, 
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states that CPT code 77427 is reported in units of 5 fractions or treatment sessions regardless 

of the actual time period in which the services are furnished. This code may be reported for 

multiple fractions representing two or more treatment sessions furnished on the same day as 

long as there has been a distinct break in therapy sessions and the fractions are of a character 

usually furnished on different days. This code may also be reported if there are three or four 

fractions beyond a multiple of five at the end of a course of treatment.  

 

The Medicare Claims Processing Manual, which is used by Medicare Administrative Contractors 

to adjudicate claims, also supports ASTRO’s position. Chapter 13, section 70.1, states: 

 

Carriers must pay for a physician’s weekly treatment management services under code 

77427. Billing entities must indicate on each claim the number of fractions for which 

payment is sought.  

 

A weekly unit of treatment management is equal to five fractions or treatment sessions. A 

week for the purpose of making payments under these codes is comprised of five 

fractions regardless of the actual time period in which the services are furnished. It is not 

necessary that the radiation therapist personally examine the patient during each fraction 

for the weekly treatment management code to be payable. Multiple fractions representing 

two or more treatment sessions furnished on the same day may be counted as long as 

there has been a distinct break in therapy sessions, and the fractions are of the character 

usually furnished on different days. If, at the final billing of the treatment course, there 

are three or four fractions beyond a multiple of five, those three or four fractions are paid 

for as a week. If there are one or two fractions beyond a multiple of five, payment for 

these services is considered as having been made through prior payments.  

  

EXAMPLE: 18 fractions = 4 weekly services  

62 fractions = 12 weekly services  

8 fractions = 2 weekly services  

6 fractions = 1 weekly service  

 

If billings have occurred which indicate that the treatment course has ended (and, 

therefore, the number of residual fractions has been determined), but treatments resume, 

adjust carrier payments for the additional services consistent with the above policy.  

 

EXAMPLE: 8 fractions = payment for 2 weeks  

2 additional fractions are furnished by the same physician. No additional Medicare 

payment is made for the 2 additional fractions. 

Neither ASTRO’s Coding Guide nor the Medicare Claims Processing Manual requires 

physicians to report this code for the month in which the most fractions occur if treatment 

extends into different calendar months or years. Thus, we would be interested in knowing NGS’ 

rationale in making this coding determination. 
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It is ASTRO’s position that the NGS document’s interpretation of radiation treatment 

management code 77427 goes beyond what is stated in the Medicare Claims Processing 

Manual and is not consistent with ASTRO’s coding guidance. Therefore, ASTRO 

recommends that NGS revise the document Clarification on the Proper Reporting of 

Radiation Treatment CPT Code 77427 by removing the requirement that the billing “from and 

to” dates should reflect the month in which the most fractions were performed.  

 

We respectfully request your consideration of our comments and would be happy to discuss this 

issue with you further. Should you have any questions, please contact us through Daneen 

Grooms, Health Policy Analyst, at (800) 962-7876 or via email at daneeng@astro.org.  

   

Sincerely, 

   
William Hartsell, MD       Afshin Safa, MD 

Chair, ASTRO Code Utilization and                Chair, ASTRO CCI Workgroup  

Application Subcommittee 

 

 

 

cc:  

 Thomas Eichler, MD 

 Joel Cherlow, MD, PhD 

 Najeeb Mohideen, MD 

Brian Kavanagh, MD, MPH 

 Marsha Kaufman, MSW 

 

 

 

 


