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POLICY STATEMENT
1. What do you think are the biggest challenges 

facing radiation oncology in the next two years?

Economic factors will likely be the greatest challenges 
for radiation oncology in the next two years, driven 
by overall decline in healthcare reimbursement, 
coupled with increased documentation and regulatory 
requirements.  Market consolidation in health care may 
adversely affect access to care and the economic viability 
of individual radiation oncology practices. 

Having practiced and held leadership roles in both 
economically deprived and well-resourced environments, 
I have a keen sense of the impact of social/economic 
factors on health care delivery, education and research.   

Increased utilization of health exchanges will enhance 
overall access to care, but in return, will further dilute 
manpower, especially in view of the projected insufficient 
numbers of radiation oncologists in the future.  The 
aging American population will drive increased demand 
for cancer services within the complex milieu of 
economic change.  These factors will put a significant 
burden on practicing community radiation oncologists 
and on the scholarly and education missions of academic 
practices.  

A second major challenge is the lack of research funding 
to drive innovation in radiation oncology.  Flat NIH 
budgets, minimal proportions of federal funding going 
to radiation oncology and the lesser ability of radiation 
oncology industry (compared to pharmaceutical 
industry) to sponsor research further endanger 
innovation and scientific progress in our field. 

It will be critically important for ASTRO to play a 
prominent role and lead the judicious cost-containment 
in cancer care through initiatives, such as Choosing 
Wisely and other strategies, and to maintain strong 
public awareness of our field, so to preserve broad access 
to our overall cost-effective treatment modality, while 
driving innovation. 

2. What is your vision of characteristics of future 
ASTRO leaders?

It will be very important for future ASTRO leaders to 
have a well-rounded background in clinical radiation 
oncology, multidisciplinary care, as well as healthcare 
economic considerations.  He or she should have the 
ability to envision, predict and navigate the future of our 
specialty in the 21st century.  

The new paradigm of healthcare goes far beyond the 
treatment of disease and encompasses preventing and 
predicting disease and improving the overall health of 
the public with higher effectiveness in of care and lesser 
cost.  It is my strong belief that radiation therapy will 
play a more important role than ever in multimodality 
cancer therapy.  The ASTRO leader’s ability to 
embrace and turn the new health care paradigm into 
opportunities rather than perceive it as a challenge will 
be critical for ASTRO. Leveraging hypofractionation 
would be an example for such an approach.  

Successful ASTRO leaders will be able to embrace 
these changes, bring about awareness among the 
society members and oncology community and help 
collaboratively guide the society’s strategy to navigate 
the new environment in clinical care, education, 
research and advocacy.  


