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POLICY STATEMENT
1. What do you think are the biggest challenges 

facing radiation oncology in the next two years?

There are a number of technical innovations coming to 
radiation oncology over the next few years, including 
on-board magnetic resonance imaging, highly conformal 
x-ray based radiation therapy and novel imaging 
methods. Our ability to implement these techniques will 
depend on having the resources to afford the equipment 
and personnel to test and implement them. We need 
to lobby for and strategize methods for assuring that 
radiation oncology is adequately compensated as well 
as send the message to investigators that their work on 
future developments is valuable and can be clinically 
implemented. 

Much of the funding that supports these initiatives 
comes from the National Institutes of Health, which 
has seen a steady decline in real-world funding levels. 
Recent initiatives by ASTRO have helped to improve 
the transparency of radiation therapy funding, but we 
need to do more to elevate the entire NIH budget, 
including the NCI and other institutes.  The flat 
funding has hit the radiation biologists particularly 
hard, and we face the real possibility of the radiation 
biology field disappearing due to lack of funds and 
the associated career uncertainty that causes potential 
radiation biologists to select a different scientific field of 
study. ASTRO has done a tremendous job developing 
a relationship with Congress and can take advantage of 
that relationship to improve the funding environment 
for radiation oncology. This will help foster both 
technical and fundamental scientific research. 

2. What is your vision of accomplishment for 
ASTRO’s Board of Directors and what do you 
believe to be the key priorities for the Science 
Council?

ASTRO has had a tremendous impact on the 
profession of radiation oncology through their 
development of clinical guidelines, embracing and 
fostering clinical safety, the development of an 
outcomes registry, the development of a healthy and 
productive relationship to government, the support 
of research through clinical trials and the support 
of its clinical medical physics partners. The Science 
Council should continue to work to improve the funded 
research track record for its members. This includes 
continuing its efforts in educating Congress on the 
importance for NIH funding, improving the clarity of 
NIH funding decisions and helping NCI to develop 
radiation oncology relevant RFPs and PAs. As the 
NIH steers more towards biological research and away 
from technical and clinical research, it is incumbent on 
ASTRO to provide grantsmanship training for new 
investigators and to develop a mentorship program that 
aids investigators do not have access to local mentors. 
ASTRO should continue to support the outcomes 
registry and expand this effort to develop methods 
that allow communication and integration of disparate 
registries. This would allow ASTRO and its members to 
leverage the numerous private and corporate registries 
being developed in the US and worldwide.  


