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POLICY STATEMENT
1. What do you think are the biggest challenges 

facing radiation oncology in the next two 
years?  What is your vision of accomplishment 
for ASTRO’s Board of Directors and what do you 
believe to be the key priorities for the Health 
Policy Council?

Our profession will be practicing in a challenging 
environment in the coming years, as the time demands 
inherent in regulations increase and the administrative 
burden of providing radiation services grows. This 
environment is not likely to abate any time soon, 
thanks to a trifecta of regulatory changes over the 
next year that will directly shape radiation medicine 
services. Physicians’ payments will be increasingly tied 
to providing higher-value care under the Affordable 
Care Act; financial penalties kick in for practices that 
could not attest to meaningful use; and the ICD-10 
transition deadline finally arrives. Furthermore, the 
drive to shift the nation’s healthcare system away 
from fee-for-service and toward rewarding quality 
and outcomes poses additional challenges, since the 
proposed reimbursement models may not be designed 
to provide the capabilities for physicians to actually 
succeed. Finally, our professional services will be 
under greater scrutiny, with a range of audits tied to 
meaningful use and other programs. These audits are 
part of a trend of payers influencing—or some would 
say dictating— patient care in a way that can erode 
professional satisfaction. The AMA has released a recent 
study showing that being able to provide quality care 
was a top driver of physicians’ satisfaction, and factors 
that hindered this ability (such as payers’ refusal to cover 
necessary services), eroded this.

That’s the bad news. The good is that it’s possible to 
maintain viable, even thriving, practices if we confront 
these challenges and focus on fixes that will improve the 
health of our patients. It is possible to adapt and still 
take good care of patients. There are concrete steps we 
can take to minimize the burdens of these challenges, 
and ASTRO’s Health Policy Council continues to lead 
the way. The four Health Policy Council’s Committees 
(Code Development and Valuation, Code Utilization 
and Application, Payer Relations and Emerging 
Technology Monitoring), continue to serve us well. 
Comprised of over 100 professional volunteers, together 
with an ASTRO staff of 5, thousands of hours are 
spent each year on Health Policy issues to make these 
challenges manageable. If you are one of the volunteers 
already helping, I thank you. If not, there is much more 
to do, and I encourage you to get involved.


