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POLICY STATEMENT
1. What do you think are the biggest challenges 

facing radiation oncology in the next two years?

At stake is nothing less than the professional identity 
and autonomy of radiation oncology as its own 
subspecialty discipline. 

True, it is unlikely that everything would completely 
unravel within a span of just two years, and out of 
context the previous sentence smacks of a sandwich 
board doomsday prediction, writ large for tawdry 
dramatic effect. But I sincerely believe that there is 
an urgency for all of us to be mindful of the threat of 
marginalization if we fail to demonstrate loudly and 
clearly our collective commitment to compassionate 
patient care, quality improvement, progress in scientific 
knowledge and responsible health care resource 
utilization.

The ironic effect of our field’s technology renaissance 
in the last two decades is that the radiation oncologist 
now risks being perceived as little more than a glorified 
software user. It is wonderful that advances in treatment 
delivery technology allow us to offer patients vastly 
improved outcomes in many cases compared with 
prior generations. However, now more than ever it is 
imperative that we recommit to our roles as thoughtful 
physicians embedded in the cancer patient care process 
at every critical juncture, from the early stages all the 
way to the especially challenging palliative care segment 
near the end of life. Furthermore, it is not enough that 
we convince ourselves that we have a meaningful impact 
on patients’ and their families’ lives. We also need to 
shout this message from rooftops, from soapboxes and 
from all manner of cyber-podiums. 
 

2. What is your vision of accomplishment for 
ASTRO’s Board of Directors as President-elect?

We are fortunate that many enormously talented 
individuals have entered the field of radiation oncology 
in recent years. One of the specific duties of the 
president-elect is to appoint ASTRO members to the 
various committees and subcommittees of ASTRO’s 
five councils (Education, Health Policy, Government 
Relations, Science, and Clinical Affairs and Quality). 
My goal is to increase substantially the representation 
on these committees by radiation oncologists who have 
completed residency training within the last ten years. 
We need to engage and nurture the future leaders of 
ASTRO to ensure a strong future for the organization 
and for the field.

Another major task for the president-elect is to 
envision the theme of next year’s annual meeting, 
identify topics to highlight; and oversee the detailed 
planning process. ASTRO’s annual meeting is part 
education, part celebration, part inspiration. My intent 
is to spotlight creativity and forward-looking initiatives 
that move us toward higher and higher value patient-
centered care. Because not everyone can attend the 
annual meeting, I also support continued growth 
of the “Best of ASTRO” and selected other smaller 
conferences for networking and knowledge sharing.

Regarding the Board of Director’s mission overall, in 
the last several years we launched exciting programs 
to provide a vehicle for practice accreditation, 
collaborate in a large radiosurgery patient registry, 
and describe an appropriate framework for payment 
reform. These projects need to be pushed to fruition 
as quickly as possible so that we can prove to others 
that we prioritize clinical excellence and embrace novel 
methods to identify and incentivize quality care. 


