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POLICY STATEMENT
1.  What do you think are the biggest challenges 

facing radiation oncology in the next two years?

As a field that employs expensive technology, radiation 
oncology care has come under increasing scrutiny in 
efforts to control costs as the nation struggles to reform 
healthcare and define high value care. As practitioners 
in our field, we are well aware of the important role 
that radiotherapy serves in both curative and palliative 
settings and how advances in our field can serve to 
improve therapeutic efficacy, decrease treatment related 
toxicities and improve access to and convenience of 
radiotherapy for our patients. As a Society, we need 
to define and promote appropriate care delivery in 
our modality, advocate for the efficacy of radiotherapy 
treatment options for our patients and promote 
education and research to continue to improve oncology 
care.  In so doing, we can work to define and continue 
to improve the value of radiotherapy care to support our 
ability to provide optimal care for our patients in this 
challenging environment.

2. What is your vision of accomplishment for 
ASTRO’s Board of Directors as president-elect?

My vision as president-elect is to serve ASTRO’s 
mission to positively represent radiation oncology 
in the rapidly evolving healthcare environment. I 
will lead the Board of Directors to coordinate efforts 
of volunteers and staff in advancing the practice of 
radiation oncology, promoting excellence in patient care, 
providing opportunities for education and professional 
development, and promoting and disseminating 
research results. 

Toward this end, I have worked to develop ASTRO’s 
evidence-based clinical practice guidelines as Chair 
of the Health Services Research and Guidelines 
Committees and subsequently to further ASTRO’s 
overall quality efforts as the first Chair of the Clinical 
Affairs and Quality Council. ASTRO’s guidelines have 
served as care standards defined by our own experts to 
develop into meaningful quality measures endorsed by 
the National Quality Forum and to engage patients 
in evidence-based care discussions through ABIM’s 
“Choosing Wisely” campaign. Under my leadership of 
CAQC, ASTRO’s patient safety organization (RO-
ILS) and practice accreditation program (APEx) were 
developed. The goals of these programs are to promote 
safe, high quality care delivery that meets regulatory 
standards in a manner that avoids undue and duplicative 
reporting burdens on clinicians and practices. I currently 
serve as ASTRO’s representative to the National 
Cancer Policy Forum of the Institute of Medicine 
and am collaborating on development of a workshop 
on Appropriate Use of Advanced Technologies for 
Radiation Therapy and Surgery in Oncology to ensure 
that our field is at the table to guide healthcare policy in 
this arena.

As president-elect, I will continue my efforts to 
produce, promote and facilitate the betterment of 
radiation oncology care in a manner which protects 
practitioners’ rights to continue providing and 
improving optimal cancer therapy for our patients.


