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POLICY STATEMENT
1. What do you think are the biggest challenges 

facing radiation oncology in the next two years?

With the impending initiation of value-based health 
care, the need for defining and quantifying “value” for 
patient care in radiation oncology will be of paramount 
importance. Along these lines, the development of 
expensive new technologies will need to be better 
justified in terms of how they improve outcomes. While 
evidence of improved efficacy and effectiveness through 
clinical trials is optimal, such data is often impractical. 
Other measures, for instance those focused on patient 
reported toxicities, may be warranted to paint the full 
picture. Overall, development of new technologies must 
be done with careful consideration of improvement in 
patient outcomes and healthcare costs. Ultimately we 
should be striving to offer our patients the “best bang 
for their buck,” and over the next 2 years, we should be 
thinking carefully about approaches to achieve this.  

We must embrace the fact that we are part of the bigger 
picture in the treatment of cancer.  The integration of 
radiation therapy with other scientific disciplines, in 
addition to the current multi-centric oncology-based 
approaches, will be a key element toward improving 
cancer care. Among these other disciplines are the 
physical sciences, where mathematics, physics and 
biology are applied to problems in oncology, such as 
the modeling of tumors, delivery and transport of 
nanoparticles, etc. We must begin to enlighten ourselves 
about these other physical sciences to understand the 
value they bring to the radiation oncology, ultimately to 
improve outcomes for our patients.  

2. What is your vision of characteristics of future 
ASTRO leaders?

Future ASTRO leaders should understand the current 
and future clinical needs in radiation oncology within 
the scope of the ever changing health care landscape. 
They should have a deep appreciation of quality and 
safety, devise innovative approaches for improving 
patient safety and energize the field with regard to 
promoting a culture of safety. Future ASTRO leaders 
should also have a vision for the field of radiation 
oncology, which aims to promote disruptive technologies 
in a thoughtful manner, with consideration of the 
practical realities of our healthcare environment. They 
should recognize that the radiation oncology team 
has the best skill set to serve in a unique and pivotal 
role, that of integrator and enabler among the multiple 
disciplines (including the physical sciences) involved in 
treating cancer.  

Future ASTRO leaders should be transparent in 
implementation of their vision and should be open to 
constructive criticism. They should serve as role models 
for our scholars, our field and community. Future 
ASTRO leaders should also follow the “lead by example” 
philosophy of Confucius.


