
Michael R. Folkert, MD PhD

Program Chief of the Brachytherapy Program, Physician Lead of the Radioisotope Program

Department of Radiation Oncology
University of Washington School of Medicine, Seattle, WA

How to Become an 
Authorized User (AU)



How to Become an Authorized User (AU)…

• Getting started
• Pathways to AU status

• The direct pathway
• The alternative pathway
• The highly specific pathway

• NRC Form N313a



Authorized User (AU) – Getting Started

• First and foremost, sit down and talk with your 
Radiation Safety Officer (RSO). 

• They will be the most knowledgeable about the 
requirements for your state/municipality, and will be the 
one submitting your paperwork. 

• Plus, once you are an AU utilizing radiopharmaceuticals, 
open communication and collaboration with the RSO is 
absolutely critical to a successful program!



Authorized User (AU) Status

• The ABR decided to discontinue maintaining 
NRC recognition of all currently recognized 
ABR certification processes after 12/1/2023. 

• Individuals that receive ABR certificates after 12/1/2023, and are 
seeking to be identified as an Authorized User (AU), Authorized 
Medical Physicist (AMP), Radiation Safety Officer (RSO) or 
Associate Radiation Safety Officer (ARSO) on a license, may seek 
certification through a different NRC- recognized specialty board or 
provide documentation of the applicable training and 
experience to their employer or licensee. 

• The licensee may provide the individual’s training and experience 
records to the NRC or Agreement State to verify that the individual 
meets the NRC training and experience criteria for the uses 
requested. 



AU Status – Training and Experience
• Remember that as a board certified radiation oncologist, the ACGME and 

the Review Committee would have recommended that your program 
provide at least 700 hours of training and experience, including a 
minimum of 200 hours of classroom and laboratory training.1

• These hours can include basic physics, cancer biology, and general clinical care of oncologic 
patients who may or may not receive unsealed sources. 

• From 10 CFR 35.59 Recentness of training:2

• The training and experience … must have been obtained within the 7 years preceding the date of 
application or the individual must have had related continuing education and experience since 
the required training and experience was completed.

1. https://www.acgme.org/specialties/radiation-oncology/program-requirements-and-faqs-and-applications/
2. https://www.nrc.gov/reading-rm/doc-collections/cfr/part035/part035-0059.html 

https://www.acgme.org/specialties/radiation-oncology/program-requirements-and-faqs-and-applications/
https://www.nrc.gov/reading-rm/doc-collections/cfr/part035/part035-0059.html


Pathways to Authorized User (AU) Status

•The direct pathway
•The alternative pathway
•The crossover pathway



Pathways to Authorized User (AU) Status

• The direct pathway
• No longer an official path (with AU-eligibility from ABR), but 

even with this pathway documentation needed to be 
submitted. 

• This and all radiopharmaceutical AU pathways utilize the NRC 
Form N313a (AUT)

• The NRC Form N313a (AUS) provides access to manual 
brachytherapy sources, ophthalmic Sr-90, HDR afterloader units, 
and sealed source teletherapy/gamma knife units, which many of 
you will have had completed 



NRC Form 313A

• Everything basically comes down to this form, whether you are a newly minted 
radiation oncologist fresh out of residency, or a very senior radiation oncologist 20 
years out who has developed an interest in radiopharmaceutical but has never 
touched them since the basic 3+3 requirements during original training. 

1. https://www.nrc.gov/reading-rm/doc-collections/forms/nrc313a-aut-info.html

https://www.nrc.gov/reading-rm/doc-collections/forms/nrc313a-aut-info.html


NRC Form 313A
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https://www.nrc.gov/reading-rm/doc-collections/forms/nrc313a-aut-info.html


NRC Form 313A
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https://www.nrc.gov/reading-rm/doc-collections/forms/nrc313a-aut-info.html


NRC Form 313A

1. https://www.nrc.gov/reading-rm/doc-collections/forms/nrc313a-aut-info.html

• May have to submit more than one of 
this page

https://www.nrc.gov/reading-rm/doc-collections/forms/nrc313a-aut-info.html
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NRC Form 313A
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NRC Form 313A – What’s with all the #’s?

• 35.300 users are those already using radiopharmaceuticals
• 35.400 users are those performing manual brachytherapy 

(such as prostate seed implants)
• 35.600 users are those using a sealed source in a remote 

afterloader unit, teletherapy unit, or gamma stereotactic 
radiosurgery unit



NRC Form 313A – What’s with all the #’s?

• 35.300 – this is the authorization for administration of an unsealed 
radioactive byproduct material, either oral or parenteral (not via the 
digestive system). Can be authorized for all or part of this. 

• 35.390 – this is the training for use of unsealed byproduct material for 
which a written directive is required. 

• For radiation oncologists, received 700 hours of training and experience (200 of 
classroom and lab training, and work experience) – comprehensive

• 35.396 – this is specifically training for the parenteral administration 
of unsealed byproduct material requiring a written directive

• 80 hours of classroom and laboratory training – may work for alternative 
pathway 



NRC Form 313A – What’s with all the #’s?

• 35.390 – this is the training for use of unsealed byproduct material for 
which a written directive is required. 

• For radiation oncologists, received 700 hours of training and experience (200 of 
which is classroom and lab training)

• 35.392 – training for oral administration of <=33 mCi 131I
• 35.394 – training for oral administration of >33 mCi 131I
• 35.490 – training for use of manual brachytherapy 
• 35.690 - training for use of remote afterloader units, teletherapy units, 

and gamma stereotactic radiosurgery units.



Pathways to Authorized User (AU) Status

• The alternative pathway
• This is what is recommended for all current residents – prior to graduation, 

programs may work to add their senior residents to their license to establish 
AU status. 

• For those who have already graduated, application process is similar to that of 
a current resident

• If more than 7 years out, will need to document CME and experience relevant to RPT

• The crossover pathway
• If you are already an AU for another area (35.300, RPT; 35.400, manual 

brachy; or 35.600, sealed source afterloader, teletherapy, or GK unit), then 
can proceed with supervised case experience and a copy of your board 
certification
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