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What is Advocacy?

• Effective advocacy enables the profession to shape the debate on 
important issues affecting the field of radiation oncology. Advocacy 
ensures that we have a voice in health care policies. 

• What kinds of activities comprise advocacy work?

• Educate Legislators: Provide information on issues. 

• Invite Legislators to Your Facility: Leave a lasting impression



ASTRO’s 2019 Legislative Priorities

• Preserving Access to Cancer Care through Stable Medicare Payments and 
Alternative Payment Models

• Fix Issues with Prior Authorization

• Increasing Investments in Radiation Oncology Research

• Avoiding Coverage Disruptions for Cancer Patients

• Maintain Medical Usage of Radioactive Isotopes
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Fix Prior Authorization



Protect Patient Access to Life Saving Cancer Treatments



#FixPriorAuth



Prior Authorization Negatively Impacts Patient Outcomes
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ASTRO urges Congress to use its legislative and 
oversight authority to:

• Apply pressure on HIT vendors to not shift the burden onto radiation oncologists or 
other clinicians for costs associated with added functionality to comply with federal 
HIT requirements. These unfunded mandates undercut the potential benefits of HIT 
and disproportionately hurt small and rural cancer clinics.

• Mandate HIT vendors comply with the requirements set forth in the QPP and other 
interoperability programs. Radiation oncologists and other physicians should not be 
held accountable for the lack of interoperability.

• Harmonize reporting requirements across federally funded programs. Having one 
set of submission requirements, data elements and electronic submission portals 
would significantly reduce burden on those clinicians required to report across 
multiple programs. Reforms would allow radiation oncologists to focus more on 
patient care.



Judy Keen, PhD, ASTRO, Director, Scientific Affairs
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2.4 Million 
deaths averted!

CA: A Cancer Journal for Clinicians, Volume: 69, Issue: 1, Pages: 7-34, First published: 08 January 2019, DOI: (10.3322/caac.21551) 



Disparities (gender and 

socioeconomic) still exist. 

34% of cancer deaths can

be averted by eliminating 
socioeconomic disparities.
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Protect Access to Radioactive Isotopes
• ASTRO seeks to ensure continued safe and secure access to radiological sources and supports laws and policies that are 

informed, science-based and support the highest levels of public health and safety. 

• The NRC has a strong track record and is uniquely situated to maintain safety and security for all domestic radioisotope 
users, including the medical use of radioactive isotopes. Further, it is the only agency within the federal government 
required to measure both the risks and benefits of radioactive isotopes through its licensing process. 

• Cancer care is highly personalized and having access to all therapies ensures the most successful outcome. Limiting access 
to radiation therapy could result in lower overall effectiveness, higher mortality and recurrence rates, and would represent 
a major step back in cancer care. Calls to abandon radioactive source-based technology in health care could interfere with 
physician and patient treatment decisions, leading to less effective cancer treatments. 

• In addition to being one of the leading treatments available in the fight against cancer, the industry also contributes to 
the financial health of the country by employing tens of thousands of individuals. In addition to health care, 
radioisotopes play a vital role in all aspects of our economy, including agriculture, gas and manufacturing. 

• We are committed to promoting policies that enhance the safe and effective use of radioisotopes. We ask that Congress 
and the administration strive for the same goals. 









During Your Visit…

• Explain who you are, where you live, community affiliations

• Focus the meeting on what is most important

• In group meetings, break up the issues

• Share your experiences and personalize the issues

• Ask for the staff member’s business card, and share yours

• Make a specific ask:
• Visit a radiation oncology facility

• Visit NCI



Tips to Remember

• There is usually some confusion between radiology/radiation 
oncology

• Staff and members meet with dozens of people everyday. Make them 
remember you and your issues.

• DO NOT discuss election/campaign contributions in your meetings

• Be personable, be direct, be clear and concise



Visit the Resources Page



April 29th |Washington Court Hotel
8:00 a.m. Registration

10:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. Pick Up Hill Day Schedules

11:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. Lunch

11:45 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. Welcome and State Roll Call

12:00 p.m. – 1:00 p.m. Chair’s Address: ASTRO Prior 
Authorization Survey and Research Agenda Paul M. 
Harari, MD, FASTRO,ASTRO Board of Directors

1:00 p.m. – 2:00 p.m. Seema Verma, Administrator, Centers for Medicare 
and Medicaid Services *Invited

2:00 p.m. – 2:45 p.m. US Representative Paul D. Tonko (NY-20)

2:45 p.m. – 3:45 p.m. Social Media and Advocacy: How to Get

Engaged Online

3:45 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. Break

4:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. Federal Issues Briefing

5:00 p.m. – 5:15 p.m. Closing Remarks

5:15 p.m. Advocacy Day Photo

5:40 p.m. Invitation Only: ASTRO PAC Dinner

PAC Donors of $1,000 or more in 2019, $125 for 
residents, nurses and administrators

6:00 p.m. – 9p.m. Invitation Only: ASTRO PAC Dinner

La Vie

88 District Square SW 5th floor

Washington, DC 20024

Special Guest: US Representative Ami Bera, MD



April 30th |Washington Court Hotel | Capitol Hill

7:30 a.m. - 8:30 a.m. Breakfast

Grand Ballroom Foyer, Washington Court Hotel

7:30 a.m. - 8:30 a.m. Pick Up Hill Day Schedules

Grand Ballroom Foyer, Washington Court Hotel

9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. Senate Office Visits

12:30 p.m. - 1:30 p.m. Networking Lunch

2045 Rayburn House Office Building

1:00 p.m. Health Care in the 116th Congress

2045 Rayburn House Office Building

Representative Kim Schrier, MD

1:30 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. House Office Visits








