
Dear members of ARRO, 
  
I would like to be part of the ARRO Executive Committee because throughout my careers there have always 
been two constants: leadership and education. I say careers as a plural because in a previous life I worked 
as a broker in the financial district of Chicago, and even then I still sought out every opportunity to improve 
training and education of other junior brokers. Within the vast and demanding field of medicine, this theme 
has continued. I am happiest when I’m working with other like-minded individuals to create new 
opportunities for others. As a first year medical student I wanted to participate in St. Baldrick’s Foundation.  
We had no oncology interest group, so I started one, the Chicago Cancer Society, which since its infancy in 
2012 has raised over $100,000 for pediatric oncology research. It has become an established organization 
with longevity, with ever increasing fundraising and community outreach goals year over year. 
  
I have a very collaborative approach to getting things done. As Class President in medical school I managed 
a board of 20 classmates and often had discussions and negotiations with deans and faculty on behalf of 
our class. To me being a leader of gifted and driven colleagues means being someone who keeps everyone 
involved, maintains vision of the bigger picture and is able to direct and encourage others’ individual goals 
for the benefit of the collective whole. I feel confident about my ability to organize, delegate and execute 
these responsibilities and to advocate for residents in discussions with senior ASTRO representatives.  
  
There is also a particular insight I would bring to this role. In the past year, I transferred residencies from 
University of Minnesota to University of California, San Diego. Within radiation oncology residencies there is 
a wide variety in cultures and training practices, and as a transfer resident I have had unique firsthand 
experience into the advantages and difficulties that one encounters in both smaller and larger residency 
programs. As a member of the ARRO Executive Committee, I would be able to use this personal 
perspective to meetings to represent both sides of the coin. 
  
I also have a long track record of interest in medical education and mentorship, in working as a peer 
educator, in designing mock exams for classmates, as a board member of my medical school’s Mentors 
Program, and currently as a ROESCG member and an ARRO Education Subcommittee member. I love 
being involved with ARRO already and I am already actively working on a few projects with other committee 
members - for instance, a centralized list of resources accessible to everyone. 
  
For new ideas, I have a few but my main one right now is to shine a spotlight on Patient Safety and Quality 
Improvement projects. I don’t think they get enough attention but it’s a relevant and critical subject for all 
physicians, no matter what type of practice we go into. To that end, I would like to propose a new ARRO 
subcommittee that exclusively focuses on patient safety and quality improvement, with the goals of 
improving trainees’ education and experience with error reporting and root cause analyses, and sharing 
particular institutions’ strengths in this area with other programs. This subcommittee could generate monthly 
safety tips, M&M presentations and collaborations with other organizations that focus on PSQI, among other 
ideas, and would send all graduates out from residency better equipped to manage this issue. 
  
It is my hope to make our collective experience in residency, wherever that may be, better. I would love the 
opportunity to accomplish this as a member of the ARRO Executive Committee. Thank you so much for your 
time and consideration. 
 

Sincerely, 
Karen Tye 



Karen Tye | ktye@ucsd.edu 
UC San Diego | 3855 Health Sciences Drive | MC 0843 | La Jolla, CA 92093-0843 

 
Education 
University of California, San Diego: Radiation Oncology (2018-2021) 
Resident Physician, PGY3-PGY5 
 
University of Minnesota: Radiation Oncology (2017-2018) 
Resident Physician, PGY-2 
 
MacNeal Hospital: Transitional Year (2016-2017)  
Resident Physician, PGY-1 
 
University of Illinois - Chicago: M.D. (2012-2016) 
 
Georgetown University: M.S. (2010) Biophysics & Human Physiology 
  
University of Chicago: B.A. (2007) Economics 
 
Honors 

Gold Humanism Honors Society Member (2015) 
Abbas Hyderi Leadership Award Winner (2013, 2014, 2015) 
Chancellor’s Student Service Award Winner (2013, 2014, 2015) 
President’s Volunteer Service Award (2014) 
UIC Mentor’s Program Outstanding Case Presentation Award (2013) 
University of Chicago Major C Award (2007) 
University of Chicago Richter Grant (2004)  

 
Research 
University of Illinois – Chicago: Radiation Oncology (2013-2014) 
Mentor: Matthew Koshy MD 
“An Analysis of Radiation Necrosis of the Central Nervous System Treated with Bevacizumab” Tye K, Engelhard 
H, Slavin K, Nicholas M.K., Chmura S, Kwok Y, Ho D, Weichselbaum R, Koshy M. Neurooncology. April 2014. 
117(2), 321-327  
 
University of Chicago: Hematology / Oncology (2011- 2012) 
PI: Kenneth Cohen MD 
“Host ephrinB2 regulates T-cells in tumor microenvironments” Tye K, Luo X, Westly E, Klein R, Kline J, Cohen 
KS. Poster Presentation, American Association for Cancer Research (AACR) 2012.  
 
“EphrinB2 regulates tumor immune microenvironments” Luo X, Tye K, Westly E, Klein R, Kline J, Cohen KS. 
Poster Presentation for AACR Tumor Microenvironment Complexity: Emerging Roles in Cancer Therapy. 
November 2011.  
 
University of Chicago: Radiation Oncology (2010- 2012)  
Mentors: Michael Hasselle MD, Yasmin Hasan MD 
“Toxicities Related to Involved-Field Radiation Therapy Before or After Autologous Stem Cell Transplant for 
Recurrent or Refractory Diffuse Large B-cell Lymphoma” Kumar K, Tye K, Parekh A, Hasan Y. Abstract and 
Poster Presentation, Lymphoma and Myeloma Conference October 2012.  



“Patterns of progression following hypofractionated image-guided radiotherapy (HIGRT) to abdominal lymph nodes 
in oligometastatic (OM) patients.” Hasselle M, Salama JK, Tye K, Liauw SL, Weichselbaum RR, Malik R. 
International Journal of Radiation Oncology, Biology, Physics. October 2011. 81(2), S654  
 
City of Hope: Molecular Pharmacology (2004- 2006)  
PI: Yun Yen, MD PhD 
“Metastasis-suppressing potential of ribonucleotide reductase small subunit p53R2 in human cancer cells.” Liu X, 
Zhou B, Xue L, Shih J, Tye K, Lin W, Qi C, Chu, P, Un F, Wen W, Yen Y. Clinical Cancer Research, November 1, 
2006. 12(21), 6337-6344  
 
“The ribonucleotide reductase subunit M2B subcellular localization and functional importance for DNA replication 
in physiological growth of KB cells.” Liu X, Zhou B, Xue L, Shih J, Tye K, Qi C, Yen Y. Biochemical 
Pharmacology, November 1, 2005. 70(9), 1288-97  
 
 “The Incidence of Synchronous Polyps in Patients with Colorectal Cancer.” Clarke K, Tye K, Yen Y. Poster 
Presentation, City of Hope. August 2005.  
 
“Signal Transduction Pathways in Hepatocellular Carcinoma in p53 Mutant Versus Wildtype.” Clarke K, Tye K, 
Yen Y. Poster Presentation, City of Hope. August 2005.  
 
“Oxaliplatin mediated inhibition of human hepatocellular cancer cell proliferation is via the regulation of signal 
transduction pathways.” Clarke K, Zhao B, Tye K, Liu X, Yen Y. Proc Amer Soc Clin Oncol Abstract, 2005  
 
Work Experience  
University of Illinois – Chicago: Peer Educator in Biochemistry and Physiology (2013-2014)  
• Led small group reviews, held office hours and instructed peers 1:1 for the Summer Prematriculation Program in 
Biochemistry under the Urban Health Program; taught reviews to medical students in Physiology  
 
Aon Benfield: Senior Analyst (2007- 2009)  
• Provided responses to clients and reinsurers on tactical issues; Researched and drafted underwriting proposals  
• Synthesized catastrophe and actuarial modeling to evaluate market positions and optimal purchases  
• Led Group Project and won “Broker of Record” in Benfield’s industry-wide training program 
• Training Program TA: Selected among ~100 brokers, lawyers and actuaries to instruct course lessons, update 
course curricula and develop coursework and exams.  
 
Leadership and Other Volunteer Experiences  
MacNeal Hospital: Transitional Year Program Education Committee (2016-2017)  
• Selected by peers for an oversight committee that collaborated with Graduate Medical Education, reviewed 
evaluations, approved the program curriculum and decided major policy changes  
• Restructured curriculum for Medical Spanish elective using Canopy, software developed with support from NIH 
 
University of Illinois – Chicago: Class President (2013-2016) 
• Elected by peers to be President of the Class of 2016 (~200 students)  
• Led a board of 20 students to advocate on behalf of class through renovations at UIC and USMLE initiatives  
• Raised over $10,000 for Student Run Free Clinic through annual medical student Winter Ball  
• Raised over $10,000 for Class of 2016 Match Day through various fundraisers  
• Wrote and executed mock anatomy lab practical exams for the entire first year anatomy class of 200 students 
• Started a Therapy Dogs wellness initiative used by over 400 medical students to date  
 



Chicago Cancer Society: President and Founder (2012-2014)  
• President and Founder of UIC’s Chicago Cancer Society, an oncology interest group  
• Started an annual fundraiser involving medical students, faculty and staff that raised over $10,000 for St. 
Baldrick’s Foundation in 2013 and has raised over $100,000 to date for pediatric cancer research. 
 
Mentors Program: Social Outreach Chair and Committee Member (2014-2016)  
• Created algorithm for assigning ~100 mentor/mentee pairings between residents in over 20 specialties and medical 
students 
• Recruited and oriented ~100 resident physicians at the beginning of the school year 
• Selected to judge posters at inaugural Poster Symposium alongside attending physicians and chief residents 
 
Bloodsuckers: Student Instructor (2012-2014)  
• Taught Medical Spanish and phlebotomy techniques to medical students in a student-run free clinic serving 
Spanish, Polish and Ukrainian patients  
 
American Medical Women’s Association: Class Representative (2012-2013)  
 
Professional Memberships and Skills  
• ARRO Education Subcommittee Member 
• ROESCG Member 
• ASTRO Member in Training 
• Spanish, French and Taiwanese  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
References available upon request  
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