
 

 

June 16, 2015 

Leesa M. Allen 

Executive Medicaid Director 

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, Department of Public Welfare 

Office of the Secretary 331 Health & Welfare Building 

Harrisburg, PA 17120 

Dan De Lellis, Director                                                                                                                                                                                               

Pennsylvania Department of Human Services                                                                                                                                                                              

Bureau of Policy, Analysis and Planning                                                                                                                                                       

PO Box 8046                                                                                                                                                                                                      

Harrisburg, PA 17105 

Subject: CPT Code 77427, 77261, 77262, 77263, Medical Assistance Bulletin 99-15-03 

Dear Ms. Allen and Mr. De Lellis, 

The American Society for Radiation Oncology (ASTRO), representing more than 10,000 radiation 

oncology medical professionals treating more than 1 million American with cancer each year, is 

committed to ensuring patients have access to quality cancer care. It has come to our attention 

that Pennsylvania has recently issued Medicaid Bulletin 99-15-03, which prevents radiation 

oncologists from billing Pennsylvania Medicaid for professional services rendered in the 

outpatient setting.  The policy specifically impacts CPT codes 77427 (Weekly Radiation Therapy 

Management), and 77261/262/263 (Clinical Treatment Planning).  

This decision is in conflict with common billing practices, as well as with Pennsylvania Code ss 

1141.51 – Payment for Physician Services – General Payment Policy and by cross reference ss 

1150.57 – MA Program Payment Policies – Diagnostic services and radiation therapy.  In 

subsection 1150.57 (c ), it states “Physicians may bill for a visit in addition to the professional 

component if an appropriate medical care visit is provided. However, a visit to a practitioner’s 

office or the outpatient department of a hospital solely for the purpose of receiving a diagnostic 

service or radiation therapy does not qualify for payment for a visit and the diagnostic service 

or radiation therapy. In this kind of situation, payment is made only for the diagnostic service or 

radiation therapy.” 

Please note that the performance and billing of 77427, 77261/77262/77263 fits the criteria for 

the delivery of radiation therapy in an outpatient setting.  Radiation oncologists are not 

performing a medical care ‘visit’.  Hospital based radiation oncologists are an integral part of 

the outpatient department. Patients see radiation oncologists solely for the purpose of  
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receiving radiation therapy for the treatment of cancer.  Therefore, radiation oncologists should 

be eligible to bill Pennsylvania Medicaid for the professional component of radiation therapy as 

defined in ss 1150.57 (a). 
 

ASTRO urges you to amend this policy in order to allow radiation oncologists to be able to bill 

and receive reimbursement for their professional services to ensure that patients have access 

to these critical cancer treatments. 

We appreciate your consideration of our comments and commend you for your leadership and 

long-standing commitment to protecting and enhancing the care delivered to cancer patients in 

Pennsylvania.  Please feel free to contact Shandi Barney, ASTRO’s Senior Manager of 

Congressional Relations at (703) 839-7382 or shandi.barney@astro.org with any questions. 

Sincerely, 

 

Laura I. Thevenot 

Chief Executive Officer 

 

cc: Governor Tom Wolf, Senator Robert Casey, Senator Patrick Toomey, Rep. Robert Brady, Rep. 

Chaka Fattah, Rep. Mike Kelly, Rep. Scott Perry, Rep. Glenn Thompson, Rep. Ryan Costello, Rep. 

Patrick Meehan, Rep. Michael Fitzpatrick, Rep. Bill Shuster, Rep. Tom Marino, Rep. Lou Barletta, 

Rep. Keith Rothfus, Rep. Brendan Boyle, Rep. Michael Doyle, Jr., Rep. Charles Dent, Rep. Joe 

Pitts, Rep. Matthew Cartwright and Rep. Tim Murphy.  

       


