


Ta r g e t i n g  C a n c e r  C a r e

The retired teacher is 79. Six weeks of radiation therapy will cure her breast 
cancer. Fortunately, there is a cancer center 15 minutes away. 

Medicare has proposed drastic payment cuts that could cause nearly half 
of community cancer centers to close and others to stop seeing Medicare 
patients. Joyce and hundreds of thousands of other cancer patients could 
feel the impact through reduced treatment options, longer waits, less time 
with doctors, and longer, costlier drives to cancer clinics. 

We applaud efforts by Congress and the administration to expand access 
to care. But these proposed cuts will do the opposite — access to cancer 
care will be dramatically reduced.

For instance, if the cuts force Joyce’s clinic to close, she would have to drive 
two hours each day to a hospital, five days a week, for six weeks. Joyce may 
then have to choose between mastectomy or expensive travel costs. Worse 
still, she might forgo treatment altogether, putting her at much higher risk 
of her cancer spreading. 

Any of us could be in Joyce’s shoes.  

Keep community cancer care alive.

Meet Joyce Whittet  
from Ontario, Oregon 
population 11,245. 

GO TO RTANSWERS.ORG TO TELL MEDICARE TO PRESERVE ACCESS TO CANCER CARE.  
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